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SERIES OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

“In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom also he made the universe." (Hebrews 1:1-2)

God spoke through 17 Old Testament Prophets, 5 of whom we call
the Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel)
and 12 we call the Minor Prophets. The phrase Minor Prophets was
supposedly coined by Augustine, but does not reflect any inferiority,
rather they are just shorter and more succinct!

The Minor Prophets (just like the Major Prophets), speak God's Word
to a wayward people of God during the most tumultuous time in
Israel's history. They warn people of the impending judgement
of God because of their covenant disloyalty, they call people to
repentance and a higher social ethic, as well as comforting God's
people with the message of hope and restoration.

The Minor Prophets are the last 12 books of our Old Testament
(although the Jews consider them one book), spanning a history of
about 450 years from 780 to 420 BC. During that time there were 2
major conquests: the Assyrian conquest of Samaria, leading to the
deportation of the Northern Kingdom in 722BC; and the Babylonian
destruction of Jerusalem and exile of the people of Judah in 586BC.
Different prophets speak in different periods of history.

« The Pre-exilic prophets are Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum (during the Assyrian Period).

«  The Post-exilic prophets are Habakkuk and Zephaniah (during
the Babylonian Period) and Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi
(during the Persian Period).
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WHO WERE THE PROPHETS?

Inthe Old Testament, a prophetis somebody whois called by God to
deliver a message from Him. God called people with very different
personalities in very different situations to say very different things.
But since God is unchanging, there's also a consistency in their
ministry and messages. The prophets needed to ensure that they
were in a right relationship with God, since they were tasked with
modelling and teaching the people of God (Israel) to live in right
relationship with God, as well as praying for the people.

Some prophets worked as individuals (e.g. Elijah who once felt so
isolated that he thought he was the only faithful Israelite left), whilst
others worked in groups (e.g. Elisha). Sometimes the prophets spoke
in very clear ways, other times they used dreams or apocalyptic
speech.

The prophets all came from different backgrounds (Amos was a
shepherd, Joel and Habakkuk were priests, Micah was a simple
villager, and Zephaniah had royal blood!).

Some served as a prophet for a long time (e.g. Hosea 1:1, Micah 1:1),
others seem to have a prophetic word for a particular situation (e.g.
1 Kings 22:6-28, 2 Kings 22:13-2).

Although rich in variety, the prophets were conscious that they
were part of a long and consistent tradition, often quoting earlier
or contemporary prophets. They saw themselves not as bringing
a new message, but a new awareness of God's unique covenant
relationship with His people. Their message was consistent — God
isthe one who is opposed to injustice and hypocrisy,and who seeks
righteousness and faithfulness. God loves His people deeply but
will not tolerate half-hearted service or idolatry.

WHAT ARE THE TYPES OF PROPHETIC LITERATURE?

The majority of the Prophetic books are simply written reports of
what were originally spoken messages. However, we also have




narrative descriptions of historic events, prayers and praises of the
prophets and personal spiritual struggles. There is a basic structure
to each of the prophecies:

Accusations against Israel - explaining the reason why God is
going to judge His people, the ways Israel had compromised and
failed to keep God's covenant (Amos 2:6-16, 5:11-13, 6:1-7, Hosea
12, Ezekiel 11:1-12). These are often presented in the form of a legal
case (e.g. Micah 6).

Prophecies of Disaster — with language of punishment, judgement,
destruction, ruin (because of the behaviour of God's people).
Sometimes the prophecy is against an individual (2 Kings 1:2-4,
Amos 7:16-17, Jeremiah 28:15-17), sometimes it's against the whole
nation of Israel (Amos 4:1-2, Hosea 2:5-7, Micah 3, Isaiah 8, Jeremiah
5), and sometimes against the enemies of Israel (Amos 1-2; Isaiah
7-8). The pattern is similar, namely a statement to attract attention
‘Hear the word of the Lord', followed by an accusation, and finally
the punishment.

Calls to repent — Israel constantly need the opportunity for
repentance, a return to the Lord and restoration (Amos 5:4-5,
Jeremiah 2:12-13, Zephaniah 2:1-3). God is portrayed as pleading
with His people, because He longs to forgive and bless them. This
is often the pivotal point of the prophecy. Turn back to the Lord who
desires to pour out his lavish kindness upon you!

Announcement of Salvation — God will intervene for His people,
to rescue them from the particular situation, sometimes with a
promise of future blessing (even last days!), and often involving
a concern that the whole world should recognise His power and
glory (e.g. Isaiah 41, 42, 49, Jeremiah 33, 35, Ezekiel 37). The future
confidence is that one day the Lord will establish His King (Hosea
3:5, Zephaniah 3:14-20).

Whilst the pre-exilic prophets focus more on the sin of idolatry and
injustice, the post-exilic prophets address spiritual apathy, with a
call to consider misplaced priorities and renew their commitment
to the Lord.
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TEACHING GENRES

Visions: God communicated through visions, with the phrase 'l saw'
or 'God showed me'. If the meaning is not self-evident, there may
be an explanation. The emphasis however is not on the prophet
himself, but on the lessons he has learned (e.g. Amos 7, Ezekiel 8-11,
Isaiah 6, Jeremiah 24).

Symbolic Actions: The prophet is commanded to perform a
particular act, with an explanation of its meaning. For example,
Ezekiel was instructed to make a model of Jerusalem under siege
(Ezekiel 4), Jeremiah broke a pot (Jeremiah 19). Again, the focusis on
the lessons conveyed by the action, often reflecting how God was
going to act against or on behalf of his people.

lllustrations: The prophets often used parables, allegories, or well
known sayings to make their point (e.g. Isaiah compared Israel to a
vineyard in Isaiah 5; Jeremiah pictures Israel as clay in the potters
hands in Jeremiah 18, Ezekiel sees Israel as wood fit for burning or
an abandoned baby (Ezekiel 15-17).

Laments & Hymns: Some prophets used laments (Jeremiah 9:16-21,
Amos 5:1-3, Micah 7:1-6) or hymns of praise (Isaiah 25-26, Micah
7:14-20) to describe God's attitude to Israel.

Personal Call: Recalling the prophet's personal encounter with God,
and their commission as prophets (Isaiah 6, Jeremiah 1, Ezekiel 1-3,
Amos 7:14-16).

Personal Struggles: The prophets describe apathy or direct
opposition to their message (Isaiah 28, Jeremiah 37-38, Hosea
9:11, Micah 2:6). Please note that the prophets are not portrayed as
spiritual giants who never had any personal doubts (e.g. Jeremiah
11:18-23).

Prayers: Reflecting the prophets joys and sorrows, sometimes with
the Lord's reply.




4 MAIN REPEATED THEMES

The Day ofthe Lord: Thisisbothanimminentactof Godin judgement
and exile, and a future day of judgement yet salvation. The Day is
portrayed as a blessing or a judgement, depending on the context.
Oftenthe prophets are correcting awrong understanding of this Day.
For example, whilst the leaders expected the day to bring blessing
and light, Amos warned them it would bring darkness (Amos 5:18).
Joel warned of the devastating plague of locusts that foreshadowed
the devastating Day of the Lord if they did not repent (Joel 1:15, 2:1,
11). Joel also applied ‘the Day' to the destruction of the surrounding
nations (Joel 2:31, 3:1, 14) in contrast to the restoration of Israel.

The New Davidic Figurehead: Many of the minor prophets look
forward to the new Davidic figure. The pre-exilic prophets foretell of
a new tabernacle being rebuilt (Amos 9:11-15) and a shepherding
King from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2-4). The post-exilic prophets
have even greater Messianic expectations (e.g. Haggai 2:20-23,
Zechariah 3:8-10, 9:9-10, 12:10-14).

Social injustice: God is concerned for the poor and expects His
godly leadership to dispense justice among His people. 2 Kings 15
shows the wealth of the nation, however, this wealth was not spread
evenly, with influential groups living in luxury and the poor being
ignored. Small farmers suffered greatly under enemy attacks, and
drought brought further disaster, leading to homelessness. Society
was characterised by the extremities of wealth and poverty. The
prophets (e.g. Amos, Micah) speak out strongly against the abuse
of the powerless in society, and the Lord's indignation for those who
‘tread down the poor' (Amos 5:10-12). Micah even describes this
injustice as a form of cannibalism (Micah 3:3).

Spiritual Apathy: During this period, worship of Yahweh was popular,
feast days were kept, rituals were followed, and sacrifices were
offered. People interpreted economic growth as God's blessing.
However, in all this idolatry was rampant, religious ceremonies were
superficial, and oppression and immorality were rife! There was
warped spiritual leadership, hypocritical ritualism, and God says 'l
hate your sacred assemblies' (Amos 5:21).
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MAKING THE MOST OF OUR SERIES

The following pages contain a one pager on each of the Minor
Prophets, alongside a space for your sermon notes relating to that
prophet.

NOTE: Each campus will look at a different Prophet each week, so
please use the sermon notes page relevant to you for that week. And
we’ve left space for you to fill in the date and preacher.

Over the course of our series, we will look at:

« Hosea p64
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. Joel p66
« Amos p68
« Obadiah p70
- Jonah p72
« Micah p74
«  Nahum p76
« Habakkuk p78
e Zephaniah p80
. Haggai p82
e Zechariah p84

. Malachi p86

The series will be split into two 6-week blocks (commencing
Sunday 26 July & resuming Sunday 18 October), with a 6-week
break in the middle for our all-church Weekender and to continue
our other semester two series, At The Table With Jesus’.




<HOSEA . THE PLEADING PROPHET>

Big Idea: God's faithful love for an unfaithful people.

Watch: Bible Project — Hosea Overview

Daily Readings:
Hosea 1-3; Hosea 4-5; Hosea 6-8; Hosea 9-11; Hosea 12-14

Background:
His name in Hebrew is 'Hoshea', which means 'Salvation'.
His ministry spanned 40 years (7565-715BC) — see 2 Kings 14-20.

He prophesied to Israel (Northern Kingdom) at the same time Isaiah was
prophesying to Judah (Southern Kingdom), during the reign of Jeroboam Il
at a time of prosperity but moral decay.

Hosea used the anguish of his own family life as foundational for God's
anguish at His people.

He portrays a remarkable depth of feeling, with an extraordinary magnitude
of God's love and the sadness and suffering He feels because of their
unfaithfulness.

Overview: God asks Hosea to marry a prostitute to illustrate (a) what kind
of people Israel have become, prostituting themselves spiritually by loving
other gods and (b) God's unwavering love for his people, and His pursuit of
them to get them back.

Themes:

a) God's covenant love.
b) Israel's unfaithfulness.
c) The call to repentance and hope of restoration.

Gospel Connection:

God's faithful love for His unfaithful people points us to Christ, our redeemer,
who is the faithful bridegroom of us, His church. We are loved with an
extraordinary unconditional love. And that love of God must impact our
love for others, enabling us to forgive others.

To Reflect On:

How is God's love like a parent's love for their child, even when the child
disobeys?

How does Hosea's marriage illustrate God's covenant love for His people,
and how is this ultimately fulfilled in Christ?




SERMON NOTES : HOSEA -
THE WORLD’S GREATEST LOVE STORY

DATE: PREACHER:




( JOEL : THE PLAIN PROPHET>

Big Idea: The Day of the Lord (and the promise of the Holy Spirit).

Watch: Bible Project — Joel Overview

Daily Readings:
Joel 1:1-12; Joel 1:13-20; Joel 2:1-17; Joel 2:18-32; Joel 3

Background:
His name in Hebrew is 'Yoel', which means 'Yahweh is God'.

Little is known about Joel, son of Pethuel and the exact date of Joel is
uncertain, fluctuating from 800BC to 400BC. He likely prophesied to
Judah either before or after the Babylonian exile, speaking during a time of
national crisis symbolised by a locust plague. Joel uses this disaster to call
the people to repentance.

His style and language are graphic (in description), lucid (in arrangement),
original and varied (in imagery).

Joelis the Old Testament prophet of the Holy Spirit. The theme of his book is
extended by Amos and Isaiah, referred to by Peter and unfolded by John in
Revelation. Here barrenness is turned to bounty, and judgment to jubilation.
Overview: Joel's purpose is to..

a) Warn God's people about complacency, and God's judgment. They're
challenged to return to the Lord with all their heart (2:12-13).

b) Encourage God's people about our gracious God who responds to our
repentance.

c) Enlighten God's people about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
d) Teach that God is sovereign over nature and nations.

Chapter 2 contains some important concepts of God's response to our
repentance. He - satisfies the hungry (2:19), redeems the wasted years
(2:25); removes our shame (2:26-27); refreshes us with the Holy Spirit (2:28-
29), rewards with salvation (2:32).

Gospel Connection:

Joel foretells the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, fulfilled at Pentecost. This
outpouring brings salvation to all who call on the name of the Lord - fulfilled
in Jesus Christ, our Saviour.

To Reflect On:

What does it mean to turn back to God with our hearts? How does Joel point
us to Pentecost and the work of the Holy Spirit through the Church?




SERMON NOTES : JOEL -
A WAKE UP CALL FROM GOD

DATE: PREACHER:




(AMOS : THE PASTORAL PROPHET>

Big Idea: Warnings against social injustice and unrighteousness.

Watch: Bible Project — Amos Overview

Daily Readings:
Amos 1-2; Amos 3-4; Amos 5-6; Amos 7-8; Amos 9

Background:
In Hebrew, Amos means 'burden’.

Amos was a shepherd (7:14-15) from Judah who prophesied against the
northern kingdom of Israel during Jeroboam II's reign (around 760BC).

Amos denounced 8 nations in the first 2 chapters!

Israel was wealthy and corrupt, and Amos condemned social injustice and
religious hypocrisy.

Theme/Overview: A warning against complacency and social injustice..

a) Amosis horrified thatthe people of Israel are lazy,opulent, idle, indifferent.
They opposed the poor, crushed the needy, bribed judges, despised truth,
practiced idolatry, led self-centred lives.

b) Amos emphasises justice, righteousness, and true worship. God
demands that His people reflect His character in how they treat others -
religious ritual without justice is meaningless.

c) He pleads with them to seek God (5:4, 6, 14); presents God as 'Creator’
(47, 5:8-9; 9:5-6), Unique (6:8), Just and Righteous (5:14-15), Holy (27),
Committed to Israel (2:9-11), and Loving and Caring (7:1-6).

The style of the book is full of energy, elegance and yet simplicity with rich
vivid imagery.

Gospel Connection:

Amos ends with a promise of restoration and the raising up of David's
fallen tent—a messianic prophecy fulfilled in Jesus, who brings justice and
righteousness for all.

For us today, there's also the warning about hypocritical worship and unjust
behaviour toward those in need.
To Reflect On:

Why does God care about how we treat others? How does Amos call us to
repentance, and where do we see the hope of the Gospel in his message?




SERMON NOTES : AMOS -
HOW GOD SEES US TODAY

DATE: PREACHER:




COBADIAH : THE PRIVILEGED PROPHET>

Big Idea: Judgement on Edom for pride and mistreatment of Israel.

Watch: Bible Project — Obadiah Overview

Daily Readings:
Obadiah 1-4; Obadiah 5-9; Obadiah 10-14; Obadiah 15-18; Obadiah 19-21

Background:

The shortest book in the OT (just 21 verses). We know nothing about
Obadiah; where he was born, when he lived or who his parents were.

His name means 'Servant of the Lord'.

He was either a contemporary of Elisha or Jeremiah and possibly wrote his
prophecy after the plundering of Jerusalem and before the fall of Idumea
(cf. Ezek. 35; Jer. 49:7-22 and Lam. 4:21), around 586BC.

His language is simple, his words few and his meaning manifest.

Obadiah's short prophecy is directed against Edom, a neighbouring nation
descended from Esau (Gen 25:21-30). Edom had rejoiced over Judah's
misfortune during a foreign invasion, likely during the Babylonian conquest.

The book gives the character, career, doom and downfall of Edom — but is
actually a message for Judah, warning them about pride.
Theme: Pride!

a) The pride and downfall of Edom and God's justice against those who
oppose His people, contrasting human pride with God's sovereign rule.

b) Edom refused to help a brother in need (v11); rejoiced over people's
misfortune (v12); resorted to taking advantage of people when they were
down (v13).

c) We are all answerable to the way we treat our fellow human beings! We
also can't expect to be exempt from the harm others do to us, God's people.

Gospel Connection:

Obadiah concludes with the promise that the kingdom will belong to the
Lord. This is fulfilled in Jesus, who brings the true and eternal reign of God.

For us today: Beware of pride in the church, shown in injustice and hard-
heartedness toward people in need. Christians are also not exempt from
trouble.

To Reflect On:

Why is itimportant to be humble before God? How does Obadiah show that
God's justice and restoration go hand-in-hand in Christ?




SERMON NOTES : OBADIAH -
HOW GOD DEALS WITH PRIDE

DATE: PREACHER:




( JONAH : THE PURSUED PROPHET>

Big Idea: God's mercy toward all people.

Watch: Bible Project — Jonah Overview

Daily Readings:
Jonah 1;Jonah 2; Jonah 3; Jonah 4; Matthew 12:38-41

Background:

Jonah is very different from every other prophetic book. More narrative in
style, embarrassing a prophet of God writing about his own disobedience
of God. Jonah is the only prophet sent to a heathen people.

The name ‘Yonah' means '‘Dove',

Jonah prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam Il of Israel (around 780BC)
and was sent to Nineveh, the Assyrian capital. His story is unique among
the prophets, focusing on his personal narrative.

2 Kings 14:25 shows that Jonah was an historical character. Our Lord's
mention of his work (Matt. 12;39-41; Luke 11. 30-32) also makes it clear
that the story is true.

The book is a simple narrative, with the exception of chapter 2. Jonah's
prayer in chapter 2 is a form of a Psalm - we can run, but we can’t hide from
God,; God is a God of second chances; Anyone can repent and be saved; God’s
mercy 18 far greater than His wrath.

Themes:

Showing God's concern for all nations, the Book of Jonah highlights:

a) God's mercy.

b) The universality of God's grace.

c) The contrast between Jonah's heart and God's heart.

d) The nature of God — His sovereignty, His judgement and His compassion.
e) The responsibilities of the servant of God — God requires obedience,
even if it seems strange; and God's people need to reflect His character of
compassion.

Gospel Connection:

Obadiah concludes with the promise that the kingdom will belong to the
Lord. This is fulfilled in Jesus, who brings the true and eternal reign of God.
To Reflect On:

What does Jonah's story teach us about second chances? How does Jonah
prefigure Jesus, and what does this say about God's mercy for all people?




SERMON NOTES : JONAH -
ONE MAN’S STRUGGLE WITH GOD

DATE: PREACHER:




(MICAH : THE PRACTICAL PROPHET>

Big Idea: God calls us to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God.

Watch: Bible Project — Micah Overview

Daily Readings:
Micah 1; Micah 2-3; Micah 4; Micah 5; Micah 6-7

Background:
Micah's name means 'Who is like the LORD?'

Micah prophesied to both Israel and Judah around 742-687BC, overlapping
with Isaiah, Hosea and Amos. He's often known as Isaiah 2.0, but less wordy!

The style is peculiar, often with dramatic interruptions and answers.
Addressing social injustice and religious corruption.

His wonderful description of Yahweh's character in chapter 7:18-20 is one
of the most exquisite to be found in the OT, read on the Day of Atonement.

Overview & Themes:

a) Ch 2 - the sins of the people (eg greed, covetousness, pride, corrupt civil

leaders, false prophets).

b) Ch 3 - rebuking of civil leaders who disregard justice and distort equality,
and rebukes spiritual leaders who love money and teach lies.

c) Ch 4 - promise of the Kingdom Age.

d) Ch 5 - a prophecy of the coming Messiah, fulfilled in Jesus.

e) Ch 6 & 7 - God's relationship with His people.

Micah falls roughly into 3 parts. Vs exposes the sins of the people; /s explains
the discipline of the Lord; ¥ expresses the hope of the Messiah.

He calls for justice, mercy, humility. Warns of judgment yet speaks of a
coming ruler from Bethlehem. There's warning, hope and a focus on God's
character (holy, just, loving, forgiving, sovereign).

Gospel Connection:

Micah prophesies the coming of a Shepherd-King from Bethlehem (house
of bread). Micah 5:2 is quoted in Matthew 2:5-6. Jesus is the bread of life
(John 6:35), the good shepherd (John 10), and our Peace (Eph 2:14). He

concludes with God's steadfast love and forgiveness, fulfilled in the Gospel.
Jesus has hurled our sins into the ocean (Micah 7:19).

To Reflect On:

What does God ask us to do that shows love to others? How does Micah's
prophecy of the shepherd from Bethlehem point to Jesus?




SERMON NOTES : MICAH -
WHAT GOD EXPECTS OF US

DATE: PREACHER:




(NAHUM : THE POETIC PROPHET>

Big Idea: The destruction of Nineveh, vindicating God's justice. But the Lord
is a Refuge.

Watch: Bible Project — Nahum Overview

Daily Readings:
Nahum 1:1-8; Nahum 1:9-15; Nahum 2:1-13; Nahum 3:1-7; Nahum 3:8-19

Background:

His name means '‘comfort or consolation' but his message contains little
comfort.

Nahum is mentioned nowhere else in the Bible outside this book.

Nahum preached to Judah sometime before the fall of Nineveh in 612
BC. His message was a prophecy of judgment against Assyria, which had
oppressed Israel and Judah. It is in stark contrast to Jonah's message about
God's mercy to Ninevah.

Themes:

a) Nahum emphasises God's justice and power over nations. Though God is
slow to anger, He will not leave the guilty unpunished. The fall of Nineveh is
portrayed as divine retribution.

b) The book is an historic illustration of the text, “Vengeance is mine; | will
repay, saith the Lord", Rom. 12:19; Ps. 94:1; 99:8.

c) Judgment is announced in chapter 1, described in chapter 2, and
reviewed in chapter 3. He describes the righteous character of God's moral
government of the world.

Gospel Connection:

In contrast to the judgment on Nineveh, Nahum reminds God's people that
the Lord is a refuge. Jesus embodies this refuge, delivering us from sin and
judgment.

For us today, Nahum is a stark reminder that no regime, however powerful,
is indestructible. We should pray for God's intervention against evil.
To Reflect On:

What does it mean that God is a refuge for us? How can we understand
God's wrath against sin in light of the Gospel?




SERMON NOTES : NAHUM -
WHAT HURTS THE HEART OF GOD?

DATE: PREACHER:




<HABUKKUK : THE PERPLEXED PROPHET>

Big Idea: A dialogue with God about suffering and justice and living by faith.
Watch: Bible Project — Habakkuk Overview

Daily Readings:

Habukkuk 1:1-11; Habukkuk 1:12-2:1; Habukkuk 2:2-14; Habukkuk 2:15-20;
Habukkuk 3

Background:
His name means 'embraced by God'".

Likely to have prophesied shortly before Babylon's invasion of Judah
(around 600BC), so a contemporary of Jeremiah.

He may have been a Levite, since there is much poetry / music (esp ch 3).

Unlike other prophets, he dialogues with God, wrestling with the problem of
evil and divine justice. He believes, yet asks questions.

Themes/Structure:

a) God is sovereign and just - wickedness must be dealt with - but the
question is more pastoral for those wrestling with faith amid suffering.

b) Habakkuk expresses complaint and trust. Puzzled by the mystery of
suffering and God's silence, he clings to God with a faith that triumphs.

3 questions for God
1. Why don't you listen when | call for help? (1:2a)
2. Why don't you save when there's a problem? (1:2b)
3. Why do you tolerate wrong? (1:3)

2 complaints (1:12-13)
1. How can God remain silent concerning evil and injustice in this world?
2. Why would God use a wicked people to correct a people more righteous?

3 assurances (Ch 2)
1. The righteous will live by faith (2:4)
2. The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God (2:14)
3. The Lord is in His Holy Temple; let all the earth be silent before Him (2:20)

Gospel Connection:

The phrase 'the righteous shall live by faith' becomes a cornerstone in
the New Testament (Rom 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38.) For us today: Through
Christ, we are declared righteous and live by faith in Him. So we delight in
Jesus, with faithful perseverance in suffering.

To Reflect On:

How can we trust God even when life is hard? How does 'the righteous shall
live by faith connect Habakkuk's message to the New Testament?




SERMON NOTES : HABUKKUK -
DEAR GOD, I HAVE A QUESTION...

DATE: PREACHER:




<ZEPHANIAH . THE PROMISING PROPHET>

Big Idea: Rejoice, God is with you. Though the day of judgement is near,
there will be a remnant.

Watch: Bible Project — Zephaniah Overview

Daily Readings:

Zephaniah 1:1-9; Zephaniah 1:10-18; Zephaniah 2; Zephaniah 3:1-8;
Zephaniah 3:9-20

Background:

His name means 'One whom Yahweh hides' or ‘Treasured' (2:3, Ps 27:5).

He has royal heritage, being the great-great grandson of King Hezekiah.

Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of King Josiah, before the Babylonian
exile (around 630BC).

His writing reflects a knowledge of Micah and Isaiah.

He warned of the coming Day of the Lord and called for repentance.

Themes & Structure:
a) Judgment against Judah and the nations, but also hope and restoration.
b) The 'Day of the Lord'; the 'day of wrath'; 'the day of salvation'.

c) Zephaniah insists that darkness always follows sin, and departure from
God always brings a withdrawal of God's power. When the heart returns to
God in repentance, all is restored. God's justice and mercy are central.

Ch 1 — Judgement of Israel because of their obsession with the sensual
(1:4), fascination with the occult (1:5), disregard for human life (1:5), denial of
God (1:6) and lack of spiritual urgency (1:12).

Ch 2 — Judgement on the surrounding nations.

Ch 3 — Restoration of God's people. A message of hope with a challenge
in Zephaniah 3:2..Do we obey the voice of the LORD? Do we accept the
correction of the LORD? Do we trust in the LORD? Do we draw near to Him?

Gospel Connection:

Zephaniah ends with a joyful vision of God dwelling with His people.
This foreshadows Christ, Immanuel, God with us, who rejoices over His
redeemed Church. 3:17 is a beautiful picture of God delighting in us. For us
today: God will not allow evil to go unpunished.

To Reflect On:

Why can we rejoice knowing that God is with us? How does the promise of
restoration in Zephaniah point to the joy of Christ's return?




SERMON NOTES : ZEPHANIAH -
HOW GOD WORKS IN OUR LIVES

DATE: PREACHER:




CHAGGAI : THE PREACHING PROPHET>

Big Idea: Encouragement to rebuild God's Temple.
Watch: Bible Project — Haggai Overview

Daily Readings:

Haggai 1:1-11; Haggai 1:12-15; Haggai 2:1-9; Haggai 2:10-19; Haggai 2:20-
23

Background:

Haggai's name means 'Feast', and he is the first of 3 post-exilic prophets.

Haggai ministered after the Babylonian exile, during the reign of King
Darius of Persia.

During a period of 15 weeks in 520BC, Haggai gave 4 oracles encouraging
the returned exiles to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem because the people
had neglected this work.

Haggai fits within the book of Ezra.

Theme & Purpose: Get your priorities right!

God's people were pursuing their own interests, careers and desires
without putting God first! Key themes include:

a) Prioritsing God
b) Obedience
c) The glory of the future temple

Haggai's purpose is to motivate the people of God to rebuild the temple of
God, who had suspended rebuilding for 15 years. Haggai only speaks with
the authority of God.

Gospel Connection:

God's rule through the line of Zerubbabel is fulfilled in Jesus. Haggai points
to the greater glory of the temple to come, also fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the
true temple where God dwells with His people. His words of exhortation to
those who were neglectful of their responsibility, putting their own things
first, allowing the material to shut out the spiritual, need to be heeded
by us today. As Jesus said, we need to 'seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness' (Matt 6:33).

To Reflect On:

Why is it important to put God first in our lives? How does Haggai's call to
rebuild the temple help us understand Christ as the true Temple?




SERMON NOTES : HAGGATI -
HOW TO FINISH THE JOB WHEN
ENTHUSIASM FADES

PREACHER:




<ZECHARIAH : THE PORTRAYING PROPHET>

Big Idea: Visions of Israel's restoration and future king.
Watch: Bible Project — Zechariah Overview

Daily Readings:

Zechariah 1-2; Zechariah 3-6; Zechariah 7-8; Zechariah 9-11; Zechariah
12-14

Background:

His name means ‘The LORD remembers',

He was a post-exilic prophet, encouraging the rebuilding of the temple and
spiritual renewal. He prophesied alongside Haggai (late 6th century BC).

He was a 'young man' (2:4), probably 17-18 years old and brutally murdered
in the Temple (Matt 23:33-36).

Zechariah is the longest, and the most obscure of the Minor Prophets.

Quoted 40+ times in the N.T. and prophesying more about the 1st and 2nd
coming of Jesus than all minor prophets combined. Latter chapters are
messianic, apocalyptic, and lift our vision far beyond the near future to the
distant horizon for "Yahweh blesses".

Themes:

a) Repentance

b) Restoration

c) Divine Kingship

Repeated phrases:include “"LORD Almighty" (x53), Jerusalem or Zion or “The
City" (x55), “"The LORD restoring Israel to her land" (x19) and “The LORD's
universal reign from Jerusalem" (x12). Zechariah's visions reveal God's
sovereignty, future hope, and the coming of the Messiah.

Gospel Connection:

He foretells the coming of a humble king, riding on a donkey. His visions
also look forward to the Messiah's suffering, cleansing, and eternal reign;
e.g. Zech 6:12-13 mentions ‘The Branch' (Psalm 104:1), ‘clothed in majesty'
(Matt 25:31), sitting and ruling on the throne (Heb 8:1), all pointing to Jesus.

For us today: Restored confidence that ultimate victory is found in Jesus.

To Reflect On:

What does it mean that Jesus is our King? How do Zechariah's visions and
promises find fulfillment in Jesus' first and second coming?




SERMON NOTES : ZECHARIAH -
BEING GOD’S PEOPLE IN TODAY’S WORLD

DATE: PREACHER:




<MALACHI : THE PATIENT PROPHET>

Big Idea: A call to true worship and warnings against apathy.
Watch: Bible Project — Malachi Overview

Daily Readings:
Malachi 1; Malachi 2:1-16; Malachi 2:17-3:12; Malachi 3:13-18; Malachi 4

Background:
His name means 'my Messenger', but we know nothing about him.

Malachi prophesied to the post-exilic community in Judah, around 450 BC,
about 100 years after Zechariah.

47 of the 55 verses are spoken directly by God in the 1st person, with the
phrase 'Say the Lord' occurring 23 times.

God's people had returned to the land after exile, the Temple had been
rebuilt, the City Walls had been repaired. Yet spiritual apathy had set in.
Malachi addressed this apathy, corrupt leadership, and moral compromise.

Malachi's tone is debated — either clear and forceful, or gentle and pastoral!

Themes/Structure:
a) God's covenant faithfulness — He has not failed in His obligations.

b) Covenant expectations — God's people need to honour, love and obey
Him. Their worship needs to be sincere and proper (1:6-14, 3:6-12), and
their behaviour must be marked by justice and generosity (3:5-7).

c) Covenant blessings (3:16-18) and curses (2:2-3, 3:1-4).
d) He looks ahead to a prophetic forerunner, called 'the prophet Elijah’ (4:5).

8 Questions: 1:1-2 'How have You loved us?; 1:6 'How have we shown
contempt for Your name?’; 1:7 'How have we defiled You?'; 2:13-14 ‘Why do
you no longer accept our offering?’; 2:17 'How have we wearied You with our
words?'; 3:6-7 'How shall we return?'; 3:8 '"How have we robbed You?'; 3:13-
14 'How have we spoken against You?'

Gospel Connection:

Malachi ends by pointing to one who will prepare the way—fulfilled in John
the Baptist. Jesus is the Lord who comes to purify and save His people.
Malachi challenges us to be God's obedient covenant people.

To Reflect On:

How do we get ready for Jesus to come? How does Malachi prepare us for
the coming of John the Baptist and Christ, and how do we live in that same
readiness today?




SERMON NOTES : MALACHI -
GIVING GOD NOTHING LESS THAN
OUR BEST

PREACHER:




(ADDITIONAL NOTES >




(ADDITIONAL NOTES >




(WEEKLY COLLECTS>

SUNDAY, 12TH JULY 6TH AFTER TRINITY

Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob.
Selah Look upon our shield, O God, look with favour on your anointed
one. Betteris one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
the wicked. (Psalm 84:8-10)

God our Father, you have prepared for those who love you such good
things as pass man's understanding: pour into our hearts such love
towards you, that we, loving you above all things, may obtain your
promises which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 19TH JULY 7TH AFTER TRINITY

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in
your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. (Psalm 16:11)

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things,
graft in our hearts the love of your Name, increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness, and so by your mercy keep us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 26TH JULY 8TH AFTER TRINITY

Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. The
troubles of my heart have multiplied, free me from my anguish. Look
upon my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins. (Psalm
25:16-18)

Almighty God, whose never-failing providence governs all things in
heaven and earth: we humbly ask you to put away from us all hurtful
things, and to give us whatever may be profitable for us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 2ND AUGUST 9TH AFTER TRINITY

‘But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. I
will sing to the LORD, for he has been good to me.” (Psalm 13:5-6)

Grant us Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always such things
as are right, that we who cannot do anything that is good without you,
may in your strength be able to live according to your will; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




SUNDAY, 9TH AUGUST 10TH AFTER TRINITY

Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a
strong fortress to save me. Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the
sake of your name lead and guide me. (Psalm 81:2-3)

Let your merciful ears, Lord God, be open to the prayers of your people;
and so that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such
things as will please you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 16TH AUGUST 11TH AFTER TRINITY

For [ take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign
LORD. Repent and live! (Ezekiel 18:32)

Lord God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy
and pity: grant us such a measure of your grace that, running in the
way of your commandments, we may obtain your promises, and share
in your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

SUNDAY, 23RD AUGUST 12TH AFTER TRINITY
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I call to you all day long. Bring joy to your

servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. You are forgiving and good,
O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you. (Psalm 86:3-5)

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than
we to pray, and constantly give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down on us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good
things which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 30TH AUGUST 13TH AFTER TRINITY

O LORD, do not forsake me; be not far from me, O my God. Come quickly
to help me, O Lord my Saviour. (Psalm 88:21-22)

Merciful God, it is by your gift alone that your faithful people offer you
true and acceptable service; grant that we may so faithfully serve you
in this life that we fail not finally to obtain your heavenly promises;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




SUNDAY, 6TH SEPTEMBER 14TH AFTER TRINITY

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Look to the LORD and his strength, seek his face always. (Psalm 105:3-4)

Almighty and eternal God, grant that we may grow in faith, hope, and
love; and that we may obtain what you promised, make us love what
you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 13TH SEPTEMBER 15TH AFTER TRINITY

They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my
support. He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because
he delighted in me. (Psalm 18:18-19)

Keep your church, Lord God, with your continual mercy, and because
the frailty of man without you cannot but fall, keep us always under
your protection, and lead us to everything that makes for our salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 20TH SEPTEMBER 16TH AFTER TRINITY

Declare what 1s to be, present it--let them take counsel together. Who
Joretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not
I, the LORD? And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a
Saviour; there is none but me. “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of
the earth, for I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:21-22)

Almighty and eternal God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the
church is governed and sanctified: receive our prayer which we offer
before you for the many different members of your holy church; that
every one of them in his vocation and ministry may truly and devoutly
serve you; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

SUNDAY, 27TH SEPTEMBER 17TH AFTER TRINITY

Hear my voice when I call, O LORD, be merciful to me and answer me. My
heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek. Do not hide
your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger; you have
been my helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Saviour. (Psalm
27:7-9)

Lord, we pray that your grace may always uphold and encourage us,

and make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.




SUNDAY, 4TH OCTOBER 18TH AFTER TRINITY

Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. Like your
name, O God, your praise reaches to the ends of the earth, your right
hand 1s filled with righteousness. (Psalm 48:9-10)

Lord, give your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world,
the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you
the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 11TH OCTOBER 19TH AFTER TRINITY

The LORD 18 my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? The LORD is
the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1)

Lord God, without you, we are not able to please you; mercifully grant
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 18TH OCTOBER 20TH AFTER TRINITY

The LORD 18 my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters. (Psalm 23:1-2)

Almighty and merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep us from
everything that may hurt us, that we may be ready in body and soul
cheerfully to accomplish whatever you want us to do; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 25TH OCTOBER 21ST AFTER TRINITY

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. He made
known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: The LORD s
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not
always accuse, nor will he harbour his anger for ever, he does not treat

us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as

high as the heavens are above the earth, so great 1s his love for those who
Jear him, as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the
LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are
Jormed, he remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 108:6-14)

Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they
may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




SUNDAY, 1ST NOVEMBER 22ND AFTER TRINITY

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah
29:11)

Father in heaven, keep your household the church steadfast in

faith and love, that through your protection it may be free from all
adversities, and may devoutly serve you in good works to the glory of
your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER 23RD AFTER TRINITY

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our
Maker, for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock
under his care. Today, if you hear his voice (Psalm 95:6-7)

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things,
graft in our hearts the love of your Name, increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness, and so by your mercy keep us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY, 15TH NOVEMBER 24TH AFTER TRINITY

Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.” (John 8:12)

Lord, we pray, absolve your people from their offences; that through
your bountiful goodness we may be set free from the chains of those
sins which in our frailty we have committed: grant this, heavenly father,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

SUNDAY, 22ND NOVEMBER SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and
praise!l” (Revelation 5:12)

Stir up, Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they may produce
abundantly the fruit of good works, and receive your abundant reward;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.







