e Bridge Church

Christian Passover Meal

Roles

Host

Designated Leader (Can be the same as host)
Person 1 or youngest child

Person 2 or second youngest child

Person 3 or third child

Term Definitions

Passover: Also called Pesach, is a major Jewish holiday that celebrates the Exodus of the
Israelites from slavery in Egypt.

Haggadah: The text recited at the Seder on the first two nights of the Jewish Passover, including
a narrative of the Exodus.

Seder: The seder is the traditional Passover meal that includes reading, drinking 4 cups of wine
(or juice), telling stories, eating special foods, singing and the Passover traditions.

Seder Plate: A special plate containing symbolic foods eaten or displayed at the Passover Seder.

Elements of the Meal

Lamb - The word ‘pesach,’ (passover) applies to the Lamb of Sacrifice as well as to the
deliverance from Egypt and to the feast itself.

Unleavened Bread - (matzoh) recalls the unleavened bread prepared for the hasty flight by
night from Egypt (examples to use might be Lebanese bread, roti, some pita, chapati, Mexican
tortillas).

Bitter Herbs - A reminder of the bitterness of slavery and suffering in Egypt (traditionally
horseradish and romaine lettuce).

Green Herbs - Dipped in vinegar or salt water representing tears of sorrow shed by the Israelites
during captivity ( parsley, basil, coriander, mint, dill).

Haroseth - Represents the mortar used by the Jews in building palaces and pyramids of Egypt
during slavery (chopped apples, nuts, cinnamon and wine).

Wine/ Juice - The four cups are representative of four different words for redemption, spoken
by God to Moses. Wine/ juice should be served from a central cup/ bottle/container.
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Part 1. Lighting of the candles - Symbolizes the coming of the Messiah, the light of the
world

The lighting of the candles and prayer should be done by the woman of the house (or a woman)
because in Jewish tradition this is the woman’s privilege. It was also through a woman that the light of
the world, Jesus Christ, came into the world.

Host: (Woman) Lord God we ask for your blessing tonight and for all the people gathered around this
table. May the light of your face shine on us as we meet together to recognise and give thanks for all
you have done for us.

e Candles are lit

Designated Leader (Can be the same as the host): This is Holy Week, a time that for Christians
celebrates the joining of the Old and the New Covenant. During this season the Jewish people celebrate
the feast of the Passover. Each Passover meal revolves around the retelling of the amazing story of how
God used Moses to rescue the Israelites from captivity in Egypt. Those who are followers of Christ see
the work of God in the world for His people. As God sent Moses to rescue the Israelites from captivity in
Egypt, so he lovingly sent His son to rescue us from the captivity of sin. By the sacrifice of Himself, the
perfect lamb, Christ opened the gates of heaven for us. We can see in both Passover and Easter
celebrations the common bond between Christians and Jews. Jesus was a Jew and today we wish to draw
upon the traditional Jewish Seder and the words of the New Testament to help us more fully appreciate
Jesus’ observance of His Jewish heritage.

Part 2. The Cup of Sanctification

Leader: (Takes up the cup of wine/juice) The Passover Haggadah has begun. During our Seder we will
drink from the cup four times. This first drink is the Cup of Sanctification by which we show each other
that we have set this time aside for God and the fellowship of this table. As Luke writes in the New
Testament, that on the night Jesus celebrated the Passover with His disciples, He said, “From now on, |
tell you | shall not drink wine until the kingdom of God comes.”
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All: Blessed are you Oh Lord, who has created the fruit of the vine. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who
has preserved us, sustained us and brought us to this season.

o All drink the wine/juice.

Part 3. The Passover Story

Leader: At the ancient Passover meal the youngest son asked the father four traditional questions about
the Passover. The father replied “according to the understanding of the son.” The questions we ask
tonight are similar but have been added to and adapted to bring to mind the relationships between the
Old and the New Testament.

Person 1 or Youngest child: Why is this night of the Passover different from other nights?

Leader: Tonight we remember how God brought His people the Israelites out of slavery, oppression
and trials. (Read Exodus 13 vs 3-10 where we find the ancient teaching of the Jews concerning the
meaning of the Passover meal.)

We who are followers of Christ know that as God rescued the Israelites through Moses from the slavery
of Egypt, so he redeemed us through Christ from our slavery to sin. Christ passed from the world to His
Father, showing us the way and preparing a place for us, as He said, “No one can come to the Father
except through me.” (John 14 vs 6).

Part 4. The Seder Plate

Person 2 or second youngest child: Why do we eat unleavened bread?

Host: The blessing and the breaking of the bread is one of the important parts of the feast of the
Passover. When Pharoah let our forefathers go from Egypt, they were forced to flee in great haste.
They had no time to bake their bread; they could not wait for the yeast to rise. So the sun beating
down on the dough as they carried it along baked it into a flat unleavened bread.

On the night of the Passover the followers of Christ recall that before the Lord distributed the bread to
all the disciples he added the significant words of the Lord’s supper. Through this action all men are
able to become one in Christ, as Paul says: “ The fact that there is only one loaf means that, though
there are many of us, we form a single body because we all share in this one loaf” (1 Corinthians
10:17)
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All: Blessed are you Oh Lord who created this food from the earth.
The leader passes the bread around for each person to tear off in pieces

Person 3 or third child: What is the meaning of the bitter herbs?

Leader: The bitter herbs symbolise the bitterness of the oppression the people of Israel experienced
as slaves in Egypt. It reminds us of the emotional, economic and political oppression that many
people experience today.

e Eat with bread

Person 1 or youngest child: What is the meaning of the green herbs and the vinegar?

Leader: The green herbs represent life and the vinegar represents the tears of life. They remind us that
the life of the people of Israel was dipped in sorrow and that all life shares in some pain.

¢ Dip greens in vinegar and eat

Person 2 or second youngest child: What is the meaning of the sweet harosis?

Host: The sweet harosis (Halva) reminds us of the mortar used by the people of Israel in Egypt as they
were forced to build monuments for the Egyptians. It is sweet because even the most bitter labour is
sweetened by the promise of salvation. So we too live under the promise that Jesus has made a way of
peace for us through pain.

¢ All eat the harosis.
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Part 5. The Cup of Praise
Person 3 or third child: Why did Christ and His disciples drink wine at the Last Supper?

Leader: The feast of the Passover begins and ends with the drinking of a cup of wine. It is both a blessing
and a thanksgiving expressed in this prayer,

“Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.”

Leader: On this night the followers of Christ read in the gospel of Luke: “ And he said to them, “ | have
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer. For | tell you, | will not eat it again until it
finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “ Take this and
divide it among you. For | tell you | will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” (Luke 22: 15-18)

“In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which
is poured out for you.” (Luke 22: 20)

Leader: (Takes up the cup of wine/juice) This is the cup of praise through which we give thanks and
praise to God for his provision of a new way of life.

All: Hallelujah

e All drink the wine/juice.

Part 6. The Passover Food

Person 2 or second youngest child: Why did the Jews at the time of Christ eat the Passover lamb
when they celebrated the Passover meal?

Leader: At the time of the liberation from Egypt, at God’s command each family took a lamb, sacrificed
it, ate it and sprinkled its blood on the doorpost and lintel. And on that night, seeing the blood, the
angel of the Lord passed over them, killing the Egyptians and sparing the Israelites. As it is written,

“ And when your children say to you, “What do you mean by this service?” You shall say, “It is the
sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he
slew the Egyptians, but spared our houses.” Exodus 12:26-27. Each year during Passover the Jews would
eat the Passover lamb in remembrance of God’s miraculous deliverance.
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Followers of Christ know that Christ is our lamb, who sacrificed Himself for us, and by His death and
resurrection, enabled us to merit passing into eternal life with God.

All: Shalom

¢ All share in the meal together

Part 7. The Third Cup — The Cup of Blessing

At the end of the meal, the leader takes the last matzoh from the plate, breaks and distributes it to all.

All hold the bread in their hands while the leader says:

Leader: As it was the custom to end the Passover meal by eating this final piece of unleavened bread, it
was probably at this point that our Lord blessed the bread, broke it and gave it to His disciples saying,

“This is my body which is given for you.” (Luke 2;19)

Let us bless the Lord, for he is God, who feeds and supports all, and does good unto all, and prepares
food for all his creatures, which he did create.

All: May the name of the Lord be blessed from now until eternity.
e All eat the bread
The cup of blessing is poured. ALL STAND
Leader: What shall | render to the Lord for all His bounty to me?
All: I will lift up the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.

e All drink the wine/juice.

Song: Remembrance (Hillsong) / When | survey
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Part 8. The Fourth Cup - The Cup of Melchizadeck

The Final Blessing

Leader — Melchizedek gave bread and wine to Abraham and blessed him. The name Melchizadeck
means King of Righteousness. As Priest-King of Salem he is the Old Testament “type” of Jesus Christ, of
the eternal priesthood.

All raise their cups and say:
ALL: Praised are You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has created the fruit of the vine.

Next Year in Jerusalem!
It is tradition to close with a joyful proclamation of hope and faith by reciting in unison
“Next year in Jerusalem!”

Leader: This has great meaning to the followers of Jesus the Messiah because we expect Him to return!
We do not know the day of His second coming but we wait in hope knowing that as surely as the
Messiah came once to redeem us from sin, so He will come again as judge to establish His kingdom. And
as the apostle Paul writes, in light of our expectation of Messiah’s return,

“Therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 15: 58

Happy Passover!



