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How to use this book:
Personal Devotions

Connect Groups

Church

 - Use this book to help you read your Bible every day. You will find 
a guide that will help you read through scriptures related to our 
sermon series. Scribble down your thoughts and questions and 
remember to pray and ask God to speak to you by His Spirit, through 
His Word. Additionally, we’ve recommended a verse to memorise 
each week.

 - Listen to our Spotify playlist by searching for the ‘The Bridge Church 
– Songs We Sing’ playlist.

 - Take this guide with you to your Connect Group each week. Bible 
Studies based on the Sunday Bible talks have been provided for 
each week, so you could use this space to write down comments, 
questions and prayer points that come from the study that week and 
prayer requests from the members of your group.

 - Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to church.
 - Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided.
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Dear Church,
2023 is our ‘Year of GOODNESS!’
I’m so excited by how God might transform us and our church as we 
focus on this theme of ‘Goodness’.

Psalm 34:8 exhorts us to “Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed 
is the one who takes refuge in him.” 

Titus 3:8 encourages us that “Those who have trusted in God may be 
careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.” 

Our 5th distinctive is Radical God-centred Generosity, “Our faith in 
Jesus overflows in generous acts of service, so we are known in our 
community as a church that is eager to do good”.  So the more we taste 
and see the goodness of God, the more we will devote ourselves to doing 
good in our church and in our community. It’s that dual focus on seeing 
God’s goodness and doing good to others that I believe will transform our 
church family.

We will seek to do this in 3 ways:

#1: Teach about the goodness of God.

A.W. Tozer said “The goodness of God is infinitely more wonderful than 
we will ever be able to comprehend.” 

Charles Spurgeon helpfully reminds us to “Remember the goodness of 
God in the frost of adversity”.

Through our preaching this year, we will focus on God’s goodness. We’ll 
start with Titus in Term 1, with the big theme of ‘Devoted to doing what 
is Good’. 
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In Term 2 we’ll look at the historical narrative in Genesis 12-50, where 
we’ll see God’s goodness to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 

In Term 3, we’ll look at a doctrinal series on the character of God 
based on our memory verse for the year, Exodus 34:6-7 “The Lord, the 
Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding 
in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin.”

Finally in Term 4, we’ll look at the parables of Jesus in Matthew 13-20. 
Scattered throughout the year there’ll be various Proverbs on ‘The Good 
Life’, looking at good words, good wisdom, good relationships, good 
friendships, good work.

#2: Experience God’s goodness. 

Our desire is that people open their eyes to see all the many and varied 
ways God is good. In your ‘Goodness Journal’ we’d love you to write 
each day 3 ways you’ve seen God’s goodness, and 1 way you’ve sought 
to do good that day!

#3: Doing good.

Titus reminds us to learn to do what is good, to be eager to do good, 
to devote ourselves to doing good. So our desire is that our lives are 
overflowing with good deeds, good words, good actions, pursuing good 
healthy relationships, and looking out for every opportunity to do good.

We’d love you to use Open Mic time to share stories as to how you have 
tasted and seen God’s goodness, and how you have sought to do good to 
others.
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Looking forward to the first quarter, here are some things 
I’m excited about:

 - Congregational focus and pastoral care: As we shift the pendulum 
toward congregational identity, with a congregational team who 
shepherd, teach and care, I’m expectant to see a closeness in our 
gatherings

 - Preaching through Titus ‘From Grace Flows Goodness’, seeing what 
it means to be eager to do good

 - Praying intentionally and expectantly at our Central Prayer (1st 
Wednesday of every month)

 - Welcoming new people to our church through our now monthly 
Belonging evening, so people can hear our history, mission and 
ministries, and seeing new people integrated well

 - Re-launching all our Connect Groups, as well as our Kids & Youth 
ministries (Playtime, Bridge Kids, Ignite, Scripture in Schools)

 - Our Community Care ministries (Everyday English, Aged Care and 
Greenway Community Housing)

 - Continuing to see people come to faith in Christ through our Explore 
Courses, with the opportunity for baptism on Easter Sunday this 
year!

Three important dates for your diary for 2023:

 - AGM: Our Annual General Meeting is on  
Monday 27th February, at 7:45pm. 

Please do come along to hear how God has been at work in 2022, 
as well as elect men and women to the important roles of Warden 
and Parish Council members.  Be part of your church’s history 
and future!

 - Easter 2023 is Friday 7th and Sunday 9th April. 
Please make it a priority to stay around for Easter and remember 
the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. We’d love lots 
of our church family around to welcome visitors and celebrate 
together.
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 - Our All Church Weekend Away will run October 20th-22nd.
We’ll be heading to Katoomba for the weekend, with guest speaker 
Sam Allberry. It’s going to be amazing! Don’t miss it!

Please do pray that God would raise up new workers for our ministry 
team in 2023. We are starting the year a few team members down. 
God knows who He will raise up for these roles, so we appreciate your 
prayers, and your patience as we serve our great Saviour together.

And all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

With love in Christ,

Paul Dale
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Overview of Titus
Author: 
In the very first verse, Paul identifies himself as the author of the letter 
to his co-worker Titus, calling himself a “servant of God and an apostle 
of Jesus Christ” (1:1). Despite two centuries of questioning the Pauline 
authorship of all the Pastoral Epistles (1 & 2 Timothy & Titus), the text 
clearly claims to be from Paul, its theology aligns with Paul’s other 
letters, and any difference in style is certainly conceivable given the 
difference in situation and genre.

Who is Titus? 
Titus was Paul’s beloved “partner and co-worker” (2 Cor 8:23), who 
seems to have been converted through his ministry (Titus 1:4).  He had a 
Greek Gentile background but was not forced to be circumcised (Gal 2:3), 
in keeping with the Christian agreement to not require Gentiles to follow 
Jewish law before becoming followers of Christ (Acts 15). 

Titus accompanied Paul to Jerusalem at the time of the apostolic 
council (Acts 15:2, Gal 2:1-3). Titus also accompanied Paul on his third 
missionary journey, during which the apostle sent him and two others to 
Corinth with the letter we call 2 Corinthians (2 Cor 2:12-13; 7:5-7; 7:13-
15). He spent much time in Corinth and was involved with the church 
there (2 Cor 8:6), while continuing to be actively involved in Paul’s 
ministry. He even organized a fundraising effort for the needy saints 
in Jerusalem (2 Cor 8:10-24) and urged the Corinthians to fulfill their 
promise to give to the poor.  

When Paul left Crete to go to Nicopolis in Achaia (southern Greece) 
(Titus 3:12), he put Titus in charge of the churches at Crete. Paul left 
Titus in Crete to use his administrative gifts to consolidate the work 
there. Artemas or Tychicus probably relieved Titus in Crete so he could 
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join Paul in Nicopolis, from where Paul sent him to Dalmatia (former 
Yugoslavia) (2 Tim 4:10). Tradition says that Titus returned to Crete and 
died there.

Paul clearly held Titus in a position of great respect as a friend and 
fellow worker for the gospel, praising Titus for his affection, his 
earnestness, and his bringing of comfort to others. However, at the end 
of 2 Timothy there is some question over Titus’ loyalty to Paul.

Place & Date: 
The traditional understanding has been that Titus, like 1 Timothy, was 
written in the time between Paul’s first imprisonment (Acts 28) and a 
second imprisonment which led to his death. In this case, Titus would 
have been written from Nicopolis around AD63, around the same time as 
1 Timothy. This is plausible in light of the strong similarities between the 
letters.

After leaving Timothy in Ephesus to minister there, Paul accompanied 
Titus to the island of Crete, where he intended Titus to lead and organize 
the island’s churches in their early years of existence. While the gospel 
had no doubt spread to Crete soon after Peter’s sermon at Pentecost 
(Acts 2:11), Paul and Titus likely did a good deal of evangelism on the 
island in the weeks before Paul commissioned Titus to a leadership 
position there.

Genre:
In form and content, Titus is readily identifiable as a New Testament 
epistle, with sections devoted to praise, instruction, moral exhortations, 
and closing. Like 1 and 2 Timothy, this is sometimes called a “Pastoral 
Epistle” because it is addressed to someone who had pastoral 
leadership responsibilities in a local congregation. Paul unpacks as many 
instructions as he can in a letter that is short by NT epistolary standards. 
Paul writes in a curt, authoritative, direct and business-like manner, 
using the imperative mood to produce a tone of urgency. 
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Setting:

Background:
Paul had recently completed a journey to Crete. Paul’s typical pattern 
was to ensure churches were properly overseen and structured (see 
Acts 14:21-23), thus Paul left Titus in Crete to oversee the newly 
established churches there.

The motivation for writing seems to be the existence of false teachers 
amid the fledgling churches (Titus 1:10-16). Hence the description of 
elders (Titus 1:5–9) as well as the descriptions of proper Christian living 
(Titus 2:1–10; 3:1–3), appear to be worded for intentional contrast with 
these opponents. The content of the false teaching is not made explicit 
(as in 1 Timothy). There appears to be a significant Jewish element to 
the teaching since the opponents arise from “the circumcision party” 
(Titus 1:10) and are interested in “Jewish myths” (Titus 1:14) and 
perhaps ritual purity (Titus 1:15). 

Paul’s primary concern is with the practical effect of the false teaching. 
In spite of their concern for ritual purity, the adherents of the false 
teaching did not live lives of godliness flowing out of the gospel, but 
instead lived in a way that proved they did not know God (Titus 1:16). 
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This false teaching, which in some way allowed for ungodliness, would 
have found a welcome home in Crete, which was proverbial in the 
ancient world for immorality.

But Paul expected the gospel, even in Crete, to produce real godliness in 
everyday life. In dealing with the false teaching, Paul also provides Titus 
a portrait of a healthy church. He describes:
 - proper leadership (Titus 1:5–9);
 - proper handling of error (Titus 1:10–16; 3:9–11);
 - proper Christian living (esp. important for new believers in an 

immoral milieu; Titus 2:1–10; 3:1–2) &
 - the gospel as the source of godliness (Titus 2:11–14; 3:3–7).

The churches on Crete were just as susceptible to false teachers as 
any other church, so Paul directed Titus to establish a group of faithful 
elders to oversee the doctrinal purity and good conduct of the believers 
in Crete.  Paul exhorted Titus to “speak the things which are fitting for 
sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1), a clear direction that this should be the 
young pastor’s primary role. Paul gave instructions to Titus about the 
roles of specific groups of people - older men, older women, young 
women, young men, and slaves - as well as general instructions to all 
believers about their conduct. Right living was essential because Christ 
“gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,” saving us 
“by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 
2:14; 3:5).

Titus still speaks to us today about the power of God in the life of a 
believer to produce godliness that makes the gospel attractive.

Why is Titus so important?
The doctrine of the incarnation is central to this letter. Three summaries 
of the incarnation provide a framework within which the Christian 
can view the work of God in the world and in individual lives (Titus 
1:1-4, 2:11-14, 3:4-7). All three passages involve the manifestation, or 
appearance, of God in Christ, rooting the Christian faith in the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ. 
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Only when God the Son took on human flesh in the person of Jesus was 
the believer’s faith in God made sure.
In other words, since God poured out His grace on all humanity, He 
cleanses His people from their sin and purifies believers for Himself. This 
grace of God instructs us to live upright and godly lives in this present 
age (2:11–3:8).

Paul understood that when a body of believers embraces sound doctrine, 
the result is changed and purified lives that produce “good deeds” 
(mentioned in Titus 2:7, 14; 3:8, 14). God’s grace is thus the motivation 
for all good deeds. 

How do I apply this?
The book of Titus reminds us that our beliefs about God impact every 
decision we make. Doctrine really does matter! Paul made clear that 
a church that teaches and preaches sound doctrine will see results in 
the lives of its people. Not only will people be saved from their sins, but 
God’s grace will also motivate them to live out that saving faith with 
renewed and purified lives. 

So instead of focusing on forms of worship – music styles, building 
designs etc. – we must focus on right beliefs leading to right behaviour. 
Without right doctrine, our foundations are shifting and sinking sand. 
Nothing is more significant than a solid foundation in Christ. Nothing is 
more motivational than grace to live a life of good deeds.
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Sermon no.1
Titus 1:1-4

1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further 
the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to 
godliness— 2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, 
promised before the beginning of time, 3 and which now at his appointed 
season he has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by 
the command of God our Saviour,
4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith:
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.

Notes:

Sunday 5th February
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 1:1-4
Tuesday: Titus 1:1-4 & Proverbs 1
Wednesday: Proverbs 2
Thursday: Proverbs 3
Friday: Titus 1:1-4 & Proverbs 4

Memory verse: 
Titus 2:11 ‘For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 
people.’
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Sermon no.2
Titus 1:5-9 

5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what 
was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 
6 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children 
believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 
Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not 
overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, 
not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be hospitable, one who 
loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 
9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, 
so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who 
oppose it.

Notes:

Sunday 12th February
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 1:5-7
Tuesday: Titus 1:8-9
Wednesday: Proverbs 5
Thursday: Proverbs 6
Friday: Titus 1:5-9 & Proverbs 7

Memory verse: Titus 2:11-12 ‘For the grace of God has appeared that 
offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age.’
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Sermon no.3
Titus 1:10-16

10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and 
deception, especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be 
silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching 
things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain. 
12 One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, 
evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” 13 This saying is true. Therefore, rebuke 
them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no 
attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of those 
who reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those 
who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their 
minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but 
by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit 
for doing anything good.

Notes:

Sunday 19th February
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Bible Readings
Monday: Titus 1:10-13a
Tuesday: Titus 1:13b-16
Wednesday: Proverbs 8
Thursday: Proverbs 9 
Friday: Titus 1:10-16 & Proverbs 10

Memory verse: Titus 2:11-13 ‘For the grace of God has appeared that 
offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope – the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.’
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Sermon no.4
Titus 2:1-10

2 You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 
Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, 
and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.

3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, 
not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 
4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and 
children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, 
and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word 
of God.

6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In 
everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching 
show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be 
condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because 
they have nothing bad to say about us.

9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to 
please them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, 
but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will 
make the teaching about God our Saviour attractive.

Notes:

Sunday 26th February
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 2:1-2 & Proverbs 11
Tuesday: Titus 2:3-5 & Proverbs 12
Wednesday: Titus 2:6-8 & Proverbs 13
Thursday: Titus 2:9-10 & Proverbs 14
Friday: Titus 2:1-10 

Memory verse: Titus 2:11-14 ‘For the grace of God has appeared that 
offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope – the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.’
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Sermon no.5
Titus 2:11-15

11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 
12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while 
we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good.
15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke 
with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.

Notes:

Sunday 5th March
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 2:11-15
Tuesday: Proverbs 15
Wednesday: Proverbs 16
Thursday: Proverbs 17
Friday: Titus 2:11-15 & Proverbs 18

Memory verse: Titus 3:8 ‘This is trustworthy saying. And I want 
you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may 
be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are 
excellent and profitable for everyone.’
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Sermon no.6
Titus 3:1-2

3 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be 
peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.

Notes:

Sunday 12th March
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 3:1-2 & Proverbs 19
Tuesday: Proverbs 20
Wednesday: Proverbs 21
Thursday: Proverbs 22
Friday: Titus 3:1-2 & Proverbs 23

Memory verse: Titus 3:8 ‘This is trustworthy saying. And I want 
you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may 
be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are 
excellent and profitable for everyone.’
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Sermon no.7
Titus 3:3-8

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved 
by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love 
of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured 
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7 so that, having 
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress 
these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to 
devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and 
profitable for everyone.

Notes:

Sunday 19th March
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 3:3 -7
Tuesday: Proverbs 24
Wednesday: Proverbs 25
Thursday: Proverbs 26
Friday: Titus 3:8 & Proverbs 27

Memory verse:  Titus 3:14 ‘Our people must learn to devote 
themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs 
and not live unproductive lives.’
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Sermon no.8
Titus 3:9-15

9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and 
quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless. 10 
Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After 
that, have nothing to do with them. 11 You may be sure that such people 
are warped and sinful; they are self-condemned.
12 As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to 
come to me at Nicopolis, because I have decided to winter there. 13 Do 
everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way 
and see that they have everything they need. 14 Our people must learn to 
devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent 
needs and not live unproductive lives.
15 Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us in 
the faith. Grace be with you all.

Notes:

Sunday 26th March
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Bible Readings 
Monday: Titus 3:9-11
Tuesday: Titus 3:12-15 & Proverbs 28
Wednesday: Proverbs 29
Thursday: Proverbs 30
Friday: Titus 3:9-15 & Proverbs 31

Memory verse:  Titus 3:14 ‘Our people must learn to devote 
themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs 
and not live unproductive lives.’



30

Connect Study  no.1
Titus 1:1-4

Focus:
1. Get a feel for the book of Titus.
2. Get a feel for each other’s stories of faith.

How are you feeling about getting into Titus?

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

This is a dense introduction to a letter. 

 - What shines out to you? 

 - What confuses you?

 - Any ideas why he begins a pastoral letter in this way?
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It’s easy to forget (especially with a dense intro) that this is a personal 
letter from a spiritual father to a spiritual son (v4). 

 - Who has been important in your faith journey? Why were they 
important?

Paul saw Titus grow from a fresh young believer to now a leader of 
leaders in a growing church plant.

 - How did you come to faith?

 - What have been the key moments that have formed who you are and 
your relationship with God?

Pray:

 - Thank God for the people and the journey that have been part of 
bringing you here.

 - Pray for the next leg of each other’s spiritual journey with Jesus.
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Connect Study  no.2
Titus 1:5-9

Focus:
1. Why biblical leadership is different.
2. The importance of character for every believer.

Share about one leader who you respect & why you respect them.

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

Why are these the things that should mark an elder (or Christian leader)?

It feels like we’re living in a season of Christian leaders falling. Why do 
you think this is so common?
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If it’s primarily about character, where does gifting or ability come into 
the conversation?

This is the character benchmark for leaders, but it’s not just reserved for 
leaders. Character matters for everyone.

If we’ve got recurring sin in our life, or some part of your character that 
isn’t Christ-like, how do we grow through that?

Looking ahead to the end of 2023: what do you hope to be different 
about who you are as a follower of Jesus? Or, what part of your 
character are you praying into this year?

Take a minute to send an encouragement message to a leader or legend 
of integrity you’re thankful for.

Pray:

This sort of conversation needs to end in prayer. Break into smaller 
groups to share honestly and vulnerably about character, repentance and 
sin, and pray for each other.
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Connect Study  no.3
Titus 1:10-16

Focus:
1. Learning to discern what is true.
2. Aligning your life to your beliefs 

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

Unpack together what you think is going on in Crete.

Are there things Christians can disagree on and still be in fellowship? 
How do you decide what is essential and what you can disagree on?

Titus is about to do some rebuking (which sounds uncomfortable) in v13-
14. What’s the framework to know when you need to call something out? 
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‘I like your Jesus, I don’t like your Christians’ Gandhi. Why do you think 
Christians fail to match their life to their beliefs?

We can’t just look at others specks and neglect our own planks (Matt 7:3-
5). Where do we (collectively or personally) fall into hypocrisy?

Read Proverbs 4:23 (a verse worth memorising). Everything flows from 
our hearts. What are we doing, and what will we do, to guard our hearts?

Pray:

 - For God to reveal the places of our hypocrisy, and to strengthen our 
understanding of truth.

 - That we would be people who don’t just believe the truth but live the 
truth.

 - For the specific ways we want to guard our hearts.
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Connect Study  no.4
Titus 2:1-10

Focus:
1. Intergenerational discipleship within the church.
2. Discipleship through relationships.

What relationships have impacted your faith most?

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

Why does Paul choose these specific characteristics for each 
demographic? And are those the same qualities we should be teaching 
today (e.g. women to be busy at home, slaves to be subject to masters)?
 - Older men

 - Older women

 - Young women 
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 - Young men

 - Slaves (feel free to talk about what the Bible thinks about slavery).

Older women speak into the lives of younger women (v4), and Titus sets 
an example for the younger men (v7), so there’s a principle here. Do you 
think our church does a good job of older modelling to younger?

How have you been blessed by older Christians who have walked ahead 
of you?

So much of discipleship is modelling from more mature believers. Yet so 
often we naturally drift to silos of the same demographic. How could we 
create more opportunities for intergenerational discipleship/relationships 
in our congregation? In our church?

Pause for a minute. Who is someone older you could learn from, and/or 
someone younger you could invest in?

Pray:

 - For God to provide someone(s) who can speak into your life in a 
Titus 2 way.

 - For our communities, congregations and churches, that we would 
grow in this.

 - For a chance to model/disciple another believer.
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Connect Study  no.5
Titus 2:11-15

Focus:
1. The connection between grace and godliness.

Looking over your Christian life, what things have contributed to your 
growth?

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

If the grace of God teaches us to say no to all the stuff in v12, why is it 
still so hard to say no?

How do Christian’s change? What role does God play, what role do we 
play?
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Share some of the ways you’ve grown in godliness or changed to be like 
Christ over your Christian life.

Share some of the ways you’ve struggled to change and grow in the 
past.

You’ve got a newish believer in front of you who is wrestling with sin and 
wants to change. How are you going to counsel & encourage them?

What role does hope play in your Christian journey? How do you stoke & 
fan hope into flame in your life?

Pray:

 - For strength, grace and self-control in our fight against sin.
 - For an increased vision of God & hope for the future.
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Connect Study  no.6
Titus 3:1-2

Focus:
1. Living lives of good.

Think of someone who for you embodies someone living their whole life 
for Jesus. What is it about them that makes you think that?

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

If the grace of God teaches us to say no to all the stuff in Titus 2:12, why 
is it still so hard to say no?

Are the qualities of v1-2 what you expect to read of the Christian life?

Do you think modern Christians are known for being good people?
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It sounds simple, but it’s not. What is ‘good’?

What stops Christians from being known as good people? What stops 
doing good from being a central part of your life?

‘Be ready to do what is good’. Like an athlete on the bench is always 
warmed up and ready to jump into the game, we need to be always 
poised to lean into opportunities for good. What does it actually look like 
in practical terms to be ready?

In the unique spaces and places God has called you into, what could it 
look like for you to be ready? What about as a group/congregation?

Pray:
 - For God to reveal those opportunities that already exist for us to do 

good.
 - For the Spirit to mould us and shape us into this v1-2 picture.
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Connect Study  no.7
Titus 3:3-8

Focus:
1. Living gospel-rich lives.

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

These verses are so rich. What do you love most about the gospel?

The picture of a non-believer in v3 is pretty strong. How does that align 
with that kind-hearted non-Christian at your work/uni/school who seems 
so nice?

This gospel picture is so trinitarian. Unpack how Father/Son/Spirit 
function in our salvation. 

The Spirit is often most misunderstood/neglected in our Christian life. 
What part does He play in the gospel? What part does He play in our 
ongoing Christian life? (feel free to pull from other Scripture)
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Now theology is cool. But if the Pharisees, the ‘Judaizers’ of the NT, and 
even the demons can have tight theology and still miss the mark, it’s not 
enough. Why do we sometimes believe the right things but drift to the 
wrong places?

It’s clear that the gospel isn’t just what we believe to be saved, but it is 
the reality that defines our entire existence.

How do you keep deep roots in the gospel in your own life?

How can this group encourage each other in soft-hearts and gospel-
depth?

Pray:

 - Just spend time praising God for everything incredible he has done 
for us.

 - To be so captivated by the gospel that we embody goodness.
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Connect Study  no.8
Titus 3:9-15

Focus:
1. Living productive lives of goodness.

We’re at the end of Titus. What have you learnt, what have you loved?

Read slowly by yourself for 5 minutes.
 - Mark up the text: underline, circle, question/exclamation marks.
 - Note anything you want to talk through.

What are the controversies, or unprofitable/useless things that modern 
Christians can fixate on (v9-11)?

The call is to live productive lives of goodness (v14). What do you think 
a productive Christian life should look like? Especially considering the 
North Shore Sydney context, what could it look like?
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I love the language of v14, ‘our people must learn to devote themselves 
to doing what is good’. The Christian life is a journey. Sanctification 
is a process. We rely on grace at the start and we rely on grace to the 
very end. All that being said, we keep pressing forward for Christ. Being 
honest on a scale of 1 to 7, where are you at in living a productive life of 
goodness (and why)?

Application often feels like adding more and more on top of our already 
exhausted lives. Yet Jesus talked about his way as a light and easy yoke 
full of rest (Matt 11:28-30). We may not need to add, but reimagine our 
day-to-day lives to look like Jesus’ way in our busy Sydney context. 

So, take a few minutes to reflect on the spheres of life below. Write some 
notes in your booklet or on your phone. Then share with each other your 
reflections and pray specifically for each other.

 - Work: what we do, how we do it, who we do it with. 

 - Hospitality: our homes, our table, our weekly life with others. 

 - Finances: our spending, generosity, and giving. 

 - Church: prioritising the people not programs. 

 - Family: relational richness, making room for others. 

 - Time: entertainment, extra-curriculars, margin. 

 - Friendship: depth and breadth. 

 - Serving: where we serve, and how we serve. 

 - Rest: pausing, ceasing and delighting.
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Personal Reflection
Following our Titus series

How has our series on Titus changed your view of:

 - God: Father, Son & Spirit?

 - Yourself?

 - The world in which we live?

How could our series on Titus help you in seeing & showing God’s 
goodness?

What is one area you have changed in your thinking or actions, because 
of this series?

What is one question that you still have?
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Giving at Church
God has been gracious and generous to us, and we are called to give 
back. The generosity of our ten congregations across the three sites of 
Kirribilli, Neutral Bay and Macquarie Park, generates over 90% of our 
income. “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Luke 6:38

Through this joyful giving, we are able to fund a wide range of ministries 
both locally and around the world.  Locally we use the gifts to welcome 
new people through our Belonging, Explore and Alpha courses, run 
children’s and youth programmes, take the gospel into our local 
community to care for a wide range of needs and to provide a physical, 
pastoral presence in the lives of people in our neighbourhood. Further 
afield, we support over 20 mission partners financially as they spread 
the good news of Jesus from Albania to Zimbabwe. 

It is with your continued support that we can continue to grow as a 
church and reach more people to share the gospel.  If you don’t yet give 
to this work and would like to, we’d encourage you to consider giving 
electronically or to talk to any of the staff team to find out more.

We thank-you for your continued and intentional generous giving.

If you would like to partner with our church, you can give by using 
our bank account details or the QR code below, or head to our 
website for more details, including the option to give by credit card - 
thebridgechurch.org.au/give.

Bank Account details
The Bridge Church
BSB: 032-099
Account number: 637189




