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Why I believe… by Betsy Rodgers. 

When I was younger, the story of Mary Magdalene and Jesus at the empty tomb didn’t strike 

me as anything significant. It was just kind of this odd story of a woman who is supposed to 

know Jesus but doesn’t recognize him and mistakes him for a gardener.  And yet the longer I 

follow Jesus, the more amazing and life changing the encounter has become to me. I now see 

it as a beautiful example of Jesus’ heart for people and the fact that his resurrection, the fact 

that Jesus is alive, really did change everything – it completely turned the world upside 

down. And that is why it’s worth believing.   

 

There’s a lot of different Mary’s in the Bible – we see Mary, the mother of Jesus and Mary the 

sister of Martha – but this is neither of those Marys. Mary Magdalene was one of a group of 

women who followed Jesus around during his earthly ministry. We first hear about her in 

Luke 8 – where we learn she had 7 demons that Jesus cast out, bringing her emotional and 

spiritual freedom.  She committed her life to follow him as a disciple and she was even 

alongside his mother Mary at his crucifixion. 

 

Now in this passage in John 20 we have our final, and I think, most beautiful picture of Mary 

and Jesus. After finding the empty tomb, Mary Magdalene sits outside of it weeping.  Her 

heart is broken – the man who brought life and light into her darkest moments has died and 

she doesn’t know where his body has gone.  She’s vulnerable and she’s grieving.  

 

As she’s sitting there crying, she sees a man out of the corner of her eye - John tells us that 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there but doesn’t realize it’s him. 
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He begins speaking to her and asks, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking 

for?”    She’s not expecting to see Jesus so she just assumes it’s the gardener she’s talking to - 

you can almost hear the desperation in her voice as she said “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

 

But she’s not speaking to a gardener - She’s speaking to Jesus - her teacher, her friend and 

she doesn’t recognize him. I’m not sure why she didn’t know who he was – was it because 

she’s not expecting to see Jesus, was it the tears in her eyes or something supernatural that 

kept her from seeing him clearly, but whatever the reason she doesn’t recognize him….  

 

But something shifts in vs. 16, Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  

He speaks her name.  And at that moment she sees him clearly…. 

She knows his voice and realizes it’s him as soon as he says her name. Just like Jesus said 

earlier in John– “My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them and they follow me.”  

And Mary realizes that Jesus is alive and calls out to him with deep affection – Rabonni! 

Teacher! She must have wanted to stay with him forever – she probably was stunned and 

confused and had tons of questions.  How he could be standing right in front of her? … but 

Jesus has different plans because he tells her not to stay and cling to him.  

Instead, he trusts her with a major task…  

He sends her off to tell the other disciples that she has seen him. She becomes the apostle to 

the apostles, being the first person to share the good news of the gospel that Jesus is alive. 
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And this is where we get a glimpse that Jesus’ resurrection truly turned the world upside 

down and changed everything. Because see, Mary Magdalene was a woman. In this time a 

woman was not considered a reliable witness and someone to believed – you would not have 

a woman testify in court and you definitely would not trust a woman to spread the good 

news of the gospel first - her voice would not matter. Her voice would not be heard. Her 

voice would not be believed.  

And yet, Jesus comes to a woman and asks her to be his witness.  

The truth is, He could have come to anyone that morning: 

He could have gone straight back to the high priest Annas and everyone else who was at his 

arrest and sought justice and vindication. 

He could have gone straight back to the powerful political leaders, like Pilate, and sought to 

set up his own earthly kingdom. 

And he could have walked straight into the middle of the synagogue and shown himself to a 

room full of powerful religious leaders and said, “I told you so!”.  

But instead, the heart of Jesus, the heart of God, is not to go straight to the powerful but to 

go to a weeping woman in a garden.  

This reveals to us that God’s heart places higher value on those who mourn than those who 

cling to power.  

God’s heart values comforting a grieving woman over influencing a political official.  

God’s heart meets us exactly where we are and reveals exactly who is. 
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At the empty tomb, standing in a garden we get a glimpse into the power of Jesus’ 

resurrection, and it turns everything upside down.  Jesus shows us through his encounter 

with Mary Magdalene, that his heart is for all of us that are grieving, broken, hurting, 

confused and human. So, whatever you’ve walked in feeling today, whatever you’re carrying, 

whatever your questions - Jesus is ready to meet you exactly where you are and bring 

freedom, forgiveness and salvation.   

Because just like Mary, when Jesus revealed himself to me, when he called me by name, and 

when I could finally see him clearly, that encounter turned my world upside down and 

changed everything for me. 

And that is why I believe.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


