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- ROMANS 12:15

“REJOICE 
WITH THOSE 
WHO REJOICE; 
MOURN WITH 
THOSE WHO 
MOURN.”
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FROM GRACE WE LOVE - Romans

WELCOME!
HOW TO USE THIS BOOK:

1. Personal Devotions

2. Connect Groups

3. Church

 – Use this book to help you read your Bible every day. You 
will find a guide that will help you read through scriptures 
related to our sermon series. Scribble down your thoughts 
and questions, and remember to pray and ask God to speak 
to you by His Spirit, through His Word. Additionally we’ve 
recommended a verse to memorise each week.

 – Listen to our Spotify playlist by searching for the ‘Church by 
the Bridge and St Augustine’s Songs We Sing’ playlist.

 – Please make note of and pray too, for the mentioned ‘what’s 
on’ events each week.

 – Take this guide with you to your Connect Group each week. 
Bible Studies based on the Sunday Bible talks will be 
provided to your leader each week, so we have left space 
to write down comments, questions and prayer points that 
come from the study that week and prayer requests from 
the members of your group.

 – Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to 
church.

 – Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided.
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2021 is our ‘Year of Loving Your Neighbour!’

Our Lord Jesus said the 2 greatest commandments were to ‘Love 
God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength’ and to ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself’. When Jesus was questioned as to ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’, ‘Who are the people we are called to love?’, Jesus turned 
that on its head and told the story of the good Samaritan, ending with 
the confronting challenge to ‘Go and be a neighbour’. Be a neighbour 
to anyone who comes across your path who is in need; love people in 
your local neighbourhood, love people in your congregation. My prayer 
as a church is that in 2021, we’d cultivate this culture of genuine love 
for all people. Our community is craving connection, kindness and love 
– and as the church of Jesus Christ we have that love to give. 

With that in mind, here are 5 steps to help us love our neighbour in 
2021:
 – Pray – pray for your neighbours by name or by house number; pray 

for people in your congregation (using the congregational lists).
 – Connect – stop and say ‘hello’, meet a need, do a random act of 

kindness.
 – Eat – invite people round for meals, throw a drinks party, include 

people from church in your regular meals.
 – Share – share your story, share your testimony.
 – Invite – invite people to Alpha, Christianity Explored or church.

Looking forward to this first quarter, here are some things I’m excited 
about:
 – Regular stories of how people are loving their neighbour in our 

Open Mic times.
 – Launching Explore Courses – both Alpha and Christianity Explored – 

both in person and online.
 – Our Wellbeing & Care Courses (Divorce Care this term) and 

Seminars.

Dear Church,

Spurgeon said “Love thy neighbour, for in so doing 
thou art following the footsteps of Christ”.
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 – Our Mercy Ministries (Greenway, James Milson Village, Lansdowne 
Gardens, Everyday English) tangibly loving our local neighbours.

 – Welcoming new people to our church, and seeing them integrated 
well.

 – An increased digital presence through Website, Social Media and 
YouTube.

 – Preaching through Romans 12-16 ‘From Grace We Love’, thinking 
very practically about how the gospel of grace shapes all our 
relationships.

 – Planning (God willing) for planting a new morning congregation in 
the Macquarie Park or Lane Cove Area in Term 2.

 – Continuing to Livestream our gatherings, reaching many with the 
gospel around the world.

 – Relaunching our Central Prayer Gatherings for 2021.
 – Launching ‘Young Adult’ ministry – with Connect Groups and with 

a larger gathering.

Two important dates to remind you of:

1. AGM: Our Annual General Meeting is on Monday 22nd February, 
7:45pm. Please do come along to hear how God has been at 
work in 2020, as well as elect men and women to the important 
roles of wardens and parish council.

2. Easter 2021 is Friday 2nd and Sunday 4th April. Please make 
it a priority to stay around for Easter and remember the death of 
our Saviour and celebrate the Empty Tomb! We’d love lots of our 
regulars to be around to welcome visitors and celebrate together.

Please do pray that as we love God more, so we’d love our neighbours 
more, resulting in a bountiful harvest for the glory and praise of God.

With love in Christ

Paul Dale
(Senior Pastor)
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OVERVIEW OF 
THE BOOK OF 
ROMANS.

The early church father Augustine was 32 years old when his eyes were 
opened by Paul’s letter to the Romans. He wrote ‘I was weeping before 
the Lord, peace of God flooded my soul. It was as if all the shadows of 
doubts were dispelled and my eyes were opened’.

Martin Luther, the great reformer, spent many years of his life being 
very religious but living in constant fear. Fear of God, fear of death, fear 
of hell. He fasted and prayed, he even became a monk. He said ‘I was a 
good monk – if ever a monk got to heaven by monkery, it was I’. 

One day he read Romans 1:17 ‘the righteous shall live by faith. He said 
“Here I felt that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise 
itself through open gates.”  To Luther, Romans was ‘chief part of the 
New Testament and truly the purest gospel’.

The great John Calvin said of Romans ‘if we’ve gained a true 
understanding of this epistle, we have an open door to all the most 
profound treasures of scripture’.

John Wesley, the Methodist preacher and prolific hymn writer, was a 
man desperately trying to earn his own salvation. He said ‘In this refined 
way of trusting in my own works, and my own righteousness, in my 
preaching, I was so wise, so learned, so important to the church!’ When 
reading Romans “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 
Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine.’
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No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ 
my own. 

The 20th century theologian Karl Barth lived and breathed the empty 
optimism of liberal theology, battling with the concept that man was 
basically good when he saw man killing man in WWI. He struggled with 
faith in God, until he read Romans, and discovered, ‘the joy of God’s 
grace to a sinful humanity shown in Jesus Christ’.

Countless other ordinary men and women have had their lives turned 
upside down, their thinking transformed, by this letter to the Romans.  
A recent scholar has suggested that ‘almost every spiritual revival has 
been in some way linked to a better understanding of Romans’.

Romans is such an important, yet profoundly complex letter. Most 
people tend to focus on Chapters 1-11, with its wonderfully important 
theology, yet skip over the rich application of Chapters 12-16. The 
danger in this sermon series on Ch 12-16 is that we miss the underlying 
foundational truths and slip into ‘works’ or ‘duty’ instead of grace.

The simple answer is Paul (1:1). 
He describes himself as a ‘servant’ of Christ Jesus; devoted to Christ, 
honoured to serve his master, the Lord Jesus. 

He’s called to be an apostle. So he’s not self-appointed or self-styled. He 
was graciously called by God, commissioned to be an apostle (v5). So he 
has the authority to speak God’s truth.

He’s set apart (v1) for the gospel of God. This is the language of Exodus 
13 where the first born was set apart for God. It’s the language of 
Leviticus where Israel are set apart as God’s special possession. Paul 
is set apart, he’s separated for a special ministry. He’s set apart by 
God and for God, not just to preach but to be a gospel man, to live the 
gospel, to announce the gospel, to be totally dedicated to Christ.

Who wrote this letter? Paul – the slave, called and set apart!
n.b. Tertius was the scribe. (16:22)

WHO WROTE ROMANS?
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Romans 16:23 tells us he’s staying with Gaius and we know from 1 Cor 
1:14 that Paul baptised Gaius in Corinth. We also know that Erastus, 
Timothy and Sosipater were with Paul when Romans was written 
(Romans 16:21-23) and they were in Greece (Acts 19:22, 20:2-4). He also 
mentions Phoebe (16:1-2) who may have carried the letter – she’s from 
Corinth. So he’s writing from Corinth in about AD57 (before he travelled 
to Jerusalem – Acts 20:1-3). Assuming Paul was about 30 in Acts 7:58, 
he’d now be in his 50’s with 25 years of pastoral experience. So he has 
the heart and head of an experienced pastor (who understands how 
doctrine is applied!).

Read Acts 18:2-3. In AD49, emperor Claudius expelled all the Jews; over 
50,000 expelled from Rome and they didn’t return for 5 years. In AD54, 
under Nero, the Jews returned, but another man had ‘laid a foundation’ 
(hints that Peter came to Rome in Galatians 2:7-9). When the Christian 
Jews returned they found a predominantly Gentile church in Rome. So 
Paul is writing to a mixed church, but with Gentiles in the majority and 
Paul obviously knows quite a few of the Christians. In Ch 16 he sends 
greetings to 26 friends, most of them in house churches. 

Paul is not writing to people he doesn’t know. Paul knows the Romans 
and he is very positive!
 – 1:8 – I thank my God for all of you because your faith is being 

reported all over the world.
 – 1:11 – I long to see you to strengthen you.
 – 15:14 – I am convinced that you are full of goodness, complete in 

knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 

Paul wants to visit them but he doesn’t want to stay in Rome. Since the 
church has already been established, he just wants to pass through, on 
his way to Spain. In 15:20-28 Paul’s heart is to ‘preach where Christ was 
not known’ (15:20) – he’s already preached in Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, 
Achaia, now heading to Spain (western frontier of Roman empire!). We 
know from Acts 28:11-31 that Paul did reach Rome and preached the 
gospel there for 2 years, under guard!

WHAT IS THE CHURCH IN ROME LIKE?

WHERE IS PAUL WRITING FROM?

1v7 – To all in Rome, to all the Christians in the most powerful empire 
of the day. 

WHO IS PAUL WRITING TO? 
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His main focus could be missionary: He’d never visited Rome, although 
he wanted to (1:11, 15:22-23) and he planned to (1:13). So Paul might be 
sending this letter to establish his apostleship, to introduce himself, 
outline his gospel work and to show his authority for his arrival. He 
might be gathering support for his mission to Spain (15:24). But if that’s 
the case, why include Ch 2 – 15?

His main focus could be pastoral, with even a casual reading of Romans 
highlighting the problem. There are a few Jewish Christians who are still 
looking to law keeping and rule following for their salvation. There’s 
also a large number of Gentile Christians who are looking down on the 
Jews, mocking their Sabbath keeping and rules about food, and then 
flaunting their freedom. This tension between Jews and Gentiles is 
causing division. 

So Romans could be just about unity, the need for the Jews and Gentiles 
to be one. That’s definitely a theme. The Jews who are proud of their 
favoured status and the Gentiles who are proud of their freedom, both 
need to be humbled. But if Romans is just a pastoral letter, why include 
Ch 1-8? Why speak so much about God? It’s interesting, the word God 
appears 153 times, that’s once every 46 words. The next most common is 
Jesus (108 times). Then law (72), then sin (48), then faith (40). 

A close study of the letter shows clearly what the issue is. Yes, there is 
a pastoral issue with unity, but that problem stems from a theological 
issue. The real issue is wrong understanding of salvation, of how and 
who are right with God. 

So, the main theme of Romans is ‘God’s gospel of grace alone, faith 
alone, Christ alone and how that transforms all our relationships’. It’s 
how our justification brings equality and unity, as well as missionary 
heart! 

Every letter has a purpose and the purpose of the letter dictates the 
tone. There is so much debate on why Paul wrote Romans. Most people 
wrongly think of Romans as a ‘doctrinal handbook’, a ‘compendium 
of Christian doctrine’. That makes sense of the content, but not the 
historical situation.

WHY IS PAUL WRITING?
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1:1-17 - The Gospel of God
The Gospel of God – he is author (v1)
The Gospel of his Son – he is its substance (v5, 9)
The Gospel of power - to save all who believe (v16)
To all Rome – though most are Gentiles (v7)

1:18-3:20 – The Problem: The Wrath of God (and our sin) 
God’s wrath at all unrighteousness – his pure, perfect antagonism to 
evil. All have some knowledge of God and goodness – through created 
world or conscience or law
 1:18-32 – depraved pagan society
 2:1-16 – critical moralizers
 2:17 – 3:8 – self-confident Jews
So all are guilty, all are without excuse before God.

3:21 – 5:21 – The Solution: The Grace of God
The light of the gospel brings just justification of the unjust through the 
cross – justice (3:25) and love (5:8), available to all (3:22). 

4 great gospel truths:
 – God has justified us by his grace
 – God has redeemed his people
 – God has propitiated his wrath
 – God has demonstrated his justice

Ch 3 - Justification is by faith alone so there’s no boasting and no 
discrimination!

Ch 4 - Abraham was not justified by works (v4-8), nor circumcision (v9-12) 
nor law (v13-15) but faith – so the Father of all who believe (Jews and 
Gentiles).

As we go deeper into the gospel and understand the scope of God’s 
grace and mercy, then we’ll live transformed, obedient lives, with a 
genuinely united church and longing for the gospel to spread to all and 
for God to be glorified.

Christopher Ash helpfully states “The purpose of Romans is the glory of 
God seen in a united missionary church humbled together under grace”.

STRUCTURE OF ROMANS
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Ch 5 – the blessings enjoyed by justified people – peace with God - will 
share in glory, confidence for the last day. Sin and guilt come from Adam 
as our head. Grace and faith come from Christ as our head.
 – Preaching - Preach Christ earnestly to all people (Ch 10)
 – Perseverance - Never give up on people (Ch 11) – God’s grace 

overflows

6:1 – 8:39 – Implications of God’s gospel
Ch 6 - Did Paul’s gospel of grace encourage sin? No! 
“I am dead to sin but alive to God in Christ”. So say no to sin and live for 
God!

Ch 7 - Did Paul’s gospel disparage the law? No! 
“I am not under the law, but God’s law is still good”.

Application:
1. The Inner Conflict of the Ordinary Christian (7:7-25)
2. The blissful benefits of being in Christ (8:1-39), namely: no 

condemnation, new minds, new status as Sons of God led by the 
Spirit of God; groaning now but glory then, and confidence in God’s 
unstoppable sovereign work

9 – 11 –The Plan of God
God is sovereign in election “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy”
Wrong responses: That’s not fair (9:14) or It’s not my fault, I’m not a 
Christian (9:19).

Right responses:
 – Humility - Bow in humble adoration (Ch 9)
 – Prayer - Pray passionately for all people (Ch 10)

12:1 – 15:13 – The will of God
Transformation, not conformation. The Lord’s will, not worldly fashion.
12:1-2 Authentic worship is motivated by God’s mercy and marked by 
total surrender (consecrated bodies, transformed minds).

Relationships radically changed by the gospel: relationship to God (12:1-
2), ourselves (12:3-8); each other (12:9-16), enemies (12:17-21), state (13:1-7), 
law (13:8-10), last day (13:11-14) and ‘weak’ (14:1 – 15:13). All grounded in 
Christology: the death, resurrection and return of Jesus. 



Stott, John
The Bible Speaks 
Today (Romans)

Ash, Christopher 
Introducing 
Romans

Moo, Douglas
The Epistle to the 
Romans (NICNT)

Ash, Christopher
Unlocking 
Romans

RECOMMENDED BOOKS:
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15:14 – 16:27 
Paul’s ministry as apostle to Gentiles, his policy to preach where the 
gospel is not known, his travel plans, commendations and doxology.
Note: intro and conclusion both refer to gospel of Christ, commission of 
God, outreach to nations, summons to obedience of faith.
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SERMON 1
ROMANS 12:1-2

SERMON NOTES:

12  1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Sunday 7th February

Got a lot to write down?
There’s another page for notes... 
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 1:1-7
Tuesday: Romans 1:8-17
Wednesday: Romans 1:18-32
Thursday: Romans 2:1-16
Friday: Romans 2:17-29

Romans 12:2 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

w/c 8th  Connect Groups commence
Mon 8th Young Adults group launch
Tue 9th  Alpha Course Term 1 Launch (8 wks)
  Christianity Explored Term 1 Launch (7 weeks)
  Establish Semester 1 commences
Wed 10th Everyday English commences (term time only)
Sun 14th Greenway Outreach Visits Commence (2nd & 4th Sun   
  all year)
  Divorce Care Course (week 2 of 8)

Monday 8th February
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CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 12:1-2
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SERMON 2
ROMANS 12:3-8

SERMON NOTES:

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not 
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think 
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith 
God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has 
one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form 
one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your 
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 
if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is 
to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, 
do it cheerfully.

Sunday 14th February

Got a lot to write down?
There’s another page for notes... 
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- ROMANS 12:9

“LOVE MUST 
BE SINCERE.
HATE WHAT 
IS EVIL; 
CLING TO 
WHAT IS 
GOOD. ”
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 3:1-8
Tuesday: Romans 3:9-20
Wednesday: Romans 3:21-31
Thursday: Romans 4:1-15
Friday: Romans 4:16-25

Romans 12:3 
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think 
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you

Mon 15th Church Plant Info Night
Tues 16th Alpha Course (week 2 of 8)
  Christianity Explored (week 2 of 7)
Wed 17th Ash Wednesday
Sun 21st  Baptism Information Session
  Divorce Care Course (week 3 of 8)
  First Sunday in Lent

Monday 15th February
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CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 12:3-8
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SERMON 3
ROMANS 12:9-21

SERMON NOTES:

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is 
good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another 
above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who 
are in need. Practice hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate with people of low position.Do not be 
conceited.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right 
in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my 
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It 
is mine to avenge; I will repay,”says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Sunday 21st February
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 5:1-11
Tuesday: Romans 5:12-21
Wednesday: Romans 6:1-14
Thursday: Romans 6:15-18
Friday: Romans 6: 19-23

Romans 12:9 
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

Mon 22nd AGM
Tue 23rd Alpha Course (week 3 of 8)
  Christianity Explored (week 3 of 7)
Sun 28th Divorce Care Course (week 4 of 8)
  Greenway Outreach Visits 
  Second Sunday in Lent

Monday 22nd February
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CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 12:9-21
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SERMON 4
ROMANS 13:1-7

SERMON NOTES:

13 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established 
by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is 
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 
will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to 
be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right 
and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do 
not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents 
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it 
is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of 
possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 
servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone 
what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Sunday 28th February
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 7:1-6
Tuesday: Romans 7:7-25
Wednesday: Romans 8:1-11
Thursday: Romans 8:12-27
Friday: Romans 8:28-39

Romans 13:1 
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is 
no authority except that which God has established.

Tues 2nd  Alpha Course (week 4 of 8)
  Christianity Explored (week 4 of 7)
Wed 3rd Central Prayer Evening
Sat 6th   Central Prayer Morning
Sun 7th  Divorce Care Course (weeks 5 of 8)
  Third Sunday in Lent

Monday 1st March
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CENTRAL PRAYER WEEK
Wednesday & Saturday 

As it is Central Prayer Week, all evening Connect Groups take a break 
from meeting this week and have the opportunity to meet with 
members at different ages and stages of life and faith, and from all 8 of 
our congregations, as one church family - bringing our prayers of praise 
and petition before God and having our souls encouraged as we hear of 
how God has answered the prayers of the saints. 

Morning Connect Groups are free to choose how they use their regular 
meeting time in this week.
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5 STEPS TO 
LOVING YOUR 
NEIGHBOUR.

1

2

Always plead with God for people before we plead with people for God.
 – Pray for neighbours by name or by house number.
 – Pray for the opportunity to meet your neighbours, connect with them, 

and show them God’s love.
 – Pray that they would be surrounded by Christian people and friends in 

their family, work, leisure, community.
 – Pray they would have inquiring minds and an openness to discuss big 

life questions.

We can’t share the love of Jesus with people we never see. Prioritise 
spending time together, not just so we can invite our neighbour to church, 
but because we enjoy them.
 – Make time to connect: Stop and say ‘hello’, don’t rush to & from your 

front door, be around at times your neighbours are around. 
 – Do a random act of kindness or meet a need
 – Work on a garden bed together, paint a wall or fix a fence together.

Pray:

Connect:

“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER. AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, SO YOU MUST 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 35 BY THIS EVERYONE WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF 
YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” JOHN 13:34-38

“WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US” 1 JOHN 4:19
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3

4

5

Over good food and relaxed hospitality there emerges the time and space 
to have good conversations.
 – Invite your neighbours around for a meal.
 – Host drinks for all your immediate neighbours.
 – Have a neighbour over for afternoon tea.
 – Throw a street party.
 – Bake something and take it around to share with all your neighbours.
 – If you have kids, let them set up a lemonade stall for your neighbours.
 – Invite a neighbour for a meal and include a friend from church.
 – Have a gathering of Christian friends and invite a neighbour to join you. 

Our goal is to share why we follow Jesus and what he means to us, no one 
can argue with a personal story, and it compellingly presents the power of 
the gospel in your life.
 – Share a Bible verse.
 – Share that you pray for you neighbour and ask them if there is 

anything they would like you to pray for.
 – Share what you love about church.
 – Share why Jesus makes such a difference in your day-to-day life.
 – Share your story of how you came to put your faith in Jesus.

We are not responsible for how our friends respond to an invitation, but we 
are responsible to be brave and invite.
 – Invite your neighbour to church – every Sunday is a good Sunday to 

invite a friend to church.
 – Invite your neighbour to watch Church Online.
 – Invite your neighbour to read the Bible – see www.readwithme.com.au 
 – Invite a neighbour to come and try week 1 of Alpha or Christianity 

Explored.
 – Invite a neighbour’s kids to Friday afternoon Bay kids or Sunday Kids 

Church.
 – Invite a neighbour to a church seminar.

Remember: we are inviting our neighbours to come and meet the King of 
kings, so treat the invitation with the thoughtfulness and intentionality 
that it deserves, but not the intensity that puts people off. 

Eat:

Share:

Invite:
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SERMON 5
ROMANS 13:8-14

SERMON NOTES:

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt 
to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the 
law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You 
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and 
whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this 
one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has 
already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 

12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put 
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. 13 Let 
us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 
dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 
desires of the flesh.

Sunday 7th March
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 9:1-18
Tuesday: Romans 9:19-33
Wednesday: Romans 10
Thursday: Romans 11:1-24
Friday: Romans 11:25-36

Romans 13:8 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love 
one another.

Tues  9th Alpha Course (week 5 of 8)
  Christianity Explored (week 5 of 7)
Sat 13th  Discipling Your Teens Lunch
Sun 14th  Divorce Care Course (week 6 of 8)
  Greenway Outreach Visits 
  Fourth Sunday in Lent

Monday 8th March
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CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 13:8-14
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SERMON 6
ROMANS 14:1 – 15:13

14 1Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarrelling 
over disputable matters. 2 One person’s faith allows them 
to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only 
vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat 
with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does 
not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God 
has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else’s 
servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will 
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

5 One person considers one day more sacred than 
another; another considers every day alike. Each of them should 
be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day 
as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to 
the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does 
so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives 
for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If 
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. 
So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very 
reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the 
Lord of both the dead and the living.

10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister[a]? Or why 
do you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before 
God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written:

Sunday 14th March
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“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before 
me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’

12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. 
Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or 
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. 14 I am convinced, being 
fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in 
itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that 
person it is unclean. 

15 If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, 
you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy 
someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you 
know is good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God 
is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves 
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human 
approval.

19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to 
peace and to mutual edification. 20 Do not destroy the work 
of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong 
for a person to eat anything that causes someone else to 
stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 
anything else that will cause your brother or sister to fall. 22 So 
whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself 
and God. Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by 
what he approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if 
they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and everything 
that does not come from faith is sin.
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15 1We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 
weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our 
neighbours for their good, to build them up. 3 For even Christ did 
not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who 
insult you have fallen on me.” 
4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach 

us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 

encouragement they provide we might have hope.

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the 

same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so 

that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 

bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of 

the Jews[b] on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the 

patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples 

extol him.” 

12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who 

will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 

him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

SERMON NOTES:
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 12:1-8
Tuesday: Romans 12:9-13
Wednesday: Romans 12:14-21
Thursday: Romans 13:1-7
Friday: Romans 13:8-14

Romans 15:7
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God. 

w/c 15th Mission Activities Week
Mon 15th Wellbeing & Care Seminar - Depression & anxiety
Tues 16th  Alpha Course (week 6 of 8)
  Christianity Explored course (week 6 of 7)
Sat 20th  CE Away Day
Sun 21st Baptism Sunday
  Divorce Care Course (week 7 of 8)
  James Milson Visits
  Fifth Sunday in Lent

Monday 15th March
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CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 14:1 – 15:13
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SERMON 7
ROMANS 15:14-33

14 I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with knowledge and 
competent to instruct one another. 15 Yet I have written you quite 
boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of 
the grace God gave me 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel 
of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable 
to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 18 I 
will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has 
accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey 
God by what I have said and done— 19 by the power of signs 
and wonders, through the power of the Spirit of God. So from 
Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed 
the gospel of Christ. 20 It has always been my ambition to preach 
the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be 
building on someone else’s foundation. 21 Rather, as it is written:
“Those who were not told about him will see,
    and those who have not heard will understand.”

22 This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you.
23 But now that there is no more place for me to work in these 
regions, and since I have been longing for many years to visit 
you, 24 I plan to do so when I go to Spain.

Sunday 21th March
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 I hope to see you while passing through and to have you 
assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company 
for a while. 25 Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the 
service of the Lord’s people there. 

26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution 
for the poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. 27 They 
were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the 
Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe 
it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings. 28 So 
after I have completed this task and have made sure that they 
have received this contribution, I will go to Spain and visit you on 
the way. 29 I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full 
measure of the blessing of Christ.

30 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to 
God for me. 31 Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers 
in Judea and that the contribution I take to Jerusalem may be 
favorably received by the Lord’s people there, 32 so that I may 
come to you with joy, by God’s will, and in your company be 
refreshed. 33 The God of peace be with you all. Amen.

SERMON NOTES

Got a lot to write down?
There’s another page for notes... 
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 14:1-12
Tuesday: Romans 14:13-23
Wednesday: Romans 15:1-13
Thursday: Romans 15:14-22
Friday: Romans 15:23-33

Romans 15:13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Mon 22nd Young Adults meeting
Tues 23rd  Alpha Course (week 7 of 8)
  Christianity Explored course completes
Fri 26th   Final Bay Kids & Ignite for Term 1
Sat 27th Working Bees
  Alpha Away Day
Sun 28th  Divorce Care Course completes
  Greenway Outreach Visits
  Palm Sunday

Monday 22nd March



44

CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 15:14-33
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SERMON 8
ROMANS 16:1-27

16 1I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in 
Cenchreae. 2 I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy 
of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, 
for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me. 
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4 They 
risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the 
Gentiles are grateful to them. 5 Greet also the church that meets 
at their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first 
convert to Christ in the province of Asia.
6 Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. 

7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in 
prison with me. They are outstanding among[d] the apostles, 
and they were in Christ before I was. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear 
friend in the Lord.9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and 
my dear friend Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ 
has stood the test. Greet those who belong to the household of 
Aristobulus.

11 Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet those in the household of 
Narcissus who are in the Lord. 12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, 
those women who work hard in the Lord.
Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked 
very hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his 
mother, who has been a mother to me, too.
14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the 
other brothers and sisters with them.

Sunday 28th March
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15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and 
all the Lord’s people who are with them.
16 Greet one another with a holy kiss.
All the churches of Christ send greetings.

17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who 
cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary 
to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 18 For 
such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own 
appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of 
naive people. 19 Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I 
rejoice because of you; but I want you to be wise about what is 
good, and innocent about what is evil. 

20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 21 Timothy, my co-
worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and 
Sosipater, my fellow Jews. 22 I, Tertius, who wrote down this 
letter, greet you in the Lord. 23 Gaius, whose hospitality I and the 
whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. Erastus, who is 
the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send 
you their greetings.

25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance 
with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, 
in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long 
ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known through the 
prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so 
that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes 
from faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through 
Jesus Christ! Amen.
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SERMON NOTES

Got a lot to write down?
There’s another page for notes... 
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BIBLE READINGS:

MEMORY VERSE:

WHAT’S ON:

Monday: Romans 16:1-16
Tuesday: Romans 16:17-27
Wednesday: Mark 14
Thursday: Mark 15
Friday: Mark 16

Romans 16:27
To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

w/c 29th Final Playtime and Everyday English for term 1
Tue 30th Alpha Course completes
Thu 1st   Maundy Thursday
Fri 2nd  Good Friday Services
Sat 3rd  Central Prayer Morning
Sun 4th   Easter Sunday Services

Monday 29th March
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CONNECT GROUP NOTES:
Romans 16:1-27
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How has our series in Romans changed your view of:

How has our series in the Romas 12 -16 helped you in Loving Your 
Neighbour?

God - Father, Son & Spirit?

Yourself?

The world in which we live?

Personal Reflection
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What is one area you have changed? (In your thinking or actions)

What is one question that you still have?



- ROMANS 12:15

“ACCEPT ONE
ANOTHER, 
THEN, JUST 
AS CHRIST 
ACCEPTED 
YOU, IN 
ORDER TO 
BRING 
PRAISE TO 
GOD.




