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Count the Cost: From Luke Ch 10–19

How to use this book

Personal Devotions
•  Use this book to help you read your Bible every day. 

You will find a guide that will help you read through 
scriptures related to our sermon series. Scribble down 
your thoughts and questions, and remember to pray and 
ask God to speak to you by His Spirit, through His Word. 
Additionally we’ve recommended a verse to memorise 
each week.

• We have also suggested a ‘song of the week’. So listen on 
Spotify by searching for the ‘Church by the Bridge and St 
Augustine’s – Songs We Sing’ playlist.

• Please make note of and pray too, for the mentioned 
‘what’s on’ events each week.

Connect Groups
• Take this guide with you to your Connect Group each 

week. There are Bible Studies based on each Sunday’s 
Bible talks and space to write down both prayer points 
that come from the study that week and prayer requests 
from the members of your group.

Church
• Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to 

church.

•  Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided.
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Dear Church, 
Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me”  

(Luke 9:23). 

Jesus is so clear on the cost of following him. That’s why we’ve 
called the next part of our sermon series on the Gospel of 
Luke, ‘Count the Cost’. We’ll focus on what true discipleship 
looks like! Our prayer is that as we see more of who Jesus is, 
and his interactions with different people, we’d see the joy 
of following Him as well as what that will look like in practice. 
We’d love to see God transform all our lives, as we sit humbly 
under His word, digging deeper into this wonderful account of 
the life of Jesus.

God has been doing amazing things in our church family over 
the past few months, and it’s good to look back in gratitude 
and praise.  To name but a few things:

• The number of people who have met Jesus through the 
Alpha Course and the Christianity Explored courses, 
including many from unchurched backgrounds and different 
first languages, some of whom have come from Playtime and 
Everyday English or other ministries here at church;

•  Every week we have so many newcomers to all our 
congregations, many of whom then do the Belonging Course 
and make this church their new family;

•  Our Winter Escape was just wonderful, with great 
opportunities to deepen relationships, establish new 
friendships and be challenged by the excellent teaching on 
Jonah by Richard Coekin and Emma Collett; 

•  The reality that every Sunday we have 8 services, with over 
180 servant hearted volunteers who make that happen;

•  Our Establish group, for new believers to be equipped in the 
basic foundations of living the Christian life;

•  Our Central Prayer weeks (Saturday mornings at Neutral 
Bay, Wednesday evenings at Kirribilli) have been so well 
attended, and we’ve seen God answer many prayers;

•  Our kids and youth outreach ministries (Playtime, 
BridgeKids and Ignite, as well as Mega Monday and Mini-
World Cup) have seen the gospel being proclaimed with 
clarity and boldness every week;

Welcome
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•  Everyday English continues to grow, with so many people 
hearing the gospel as they learn the basics of English;

•  Our Well-being & Care ministries (e.g. Pastoral Care, Building 
a Safe & Strong Marriage course, Living Single, Parenting 
seminars, meals for those in need) continue to be a blessing  
to many;

•  Engaging our local community through our One Question for 
God series;

•  The team that went to Indonesia with Compassion who were 
inspired and challenged, as well as being a blessing to the  
locals; and

•  The Intern Training programme being established and 
promoted, as we prayerfully consider who we might train in 
2020.

It’s hard to believe we are at Term 4 – and Christmas is around 
the corner! But in addition to all our regular church events (e.g. 
Connect Groups, Explore, Kids, Youth, Belonging etc.), we have 
the privilege of running various Christmas outreach events such 
as Carols under the Bridge, Carols in the Bay, Free Christmas 
lunch, all our Christmas services, as well as events for men and 
women! Please do make the most of these opportunities, be bold 
in inviting people and praying for God’s Spirit to open people’s 
eyes to see Jesus.

In our ‘Year of being on mission with courageous faith’, please 
keep praying for your 5 people, and keep sharing stories of God’s 
goodness in giving opportunities to speak of Jesus. My prayer 
is that as a church we are able to encourage one another in our 
courage to share our faith, and share stories of transformed lives. 

Rachel and I are thankful for this privilege of serving the saints, 
and we crave your prayers.

God has been exceedingly gracious to us this year – so let’s give 
Him all the glory.

With love in Christ,

 
Paul Dale 
(Senior Pastor)
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The Gospel of Luke so far… 
In Term 4 of 2018 our church studied the first 9 chapters of 
Luke – ‘Unexpected Beginnings.’ It focused on Jesus’ early 
years: his miraculous birth, the commencement of his ministry 
and the immediate impact that he had. Luke established 
through these events that the coming of Jesus was long 
expected, the fulfilment of God’s perfect plan. Luke presented 
Jesus as the powerful Son of God able to bring salvation. 

This laid the foundations for the second half of the book. Now 
that the people (and the readers of Luke!) had seen who Jesus 
was and what he was able to do – what was the reaction? 
Luke had carefully crafted his book to show that Jesus evoked 
strong responses from the people that he ministered to. But 
Luke went even further in chapter 9, where we ended the first 
part of our foray into Luke. Luke recorded Jesus asking his 
disciples, ‘But what about you?’; ‘Who do you say I am?” (9:20). 

The second major part of Luke, from 9:51-19:27, builds upon 
the question that Jesus raised. 

It is not enough for the readers to remain impartial. By reading 
about Jesus’ encounter with the disciples, the crowds and 
even the Pharisees, the readers are challenged to a response. 

For those that recognised that Jesus was God’s Messiah (as 
Peter did), Jesus explains the implications of knowing Jesus as 
Lord. The path to being Jesus’ follower is fraught with danger 
and sacrifice. Becoming a disciple of Jesus means changing 
– listening to his words, praying to God and loving others. 
Especially the spiritually poor and the vulnerable within their 
community. 

For those that have yet to decide who Jesus is (crowds and 
those healed by Jesus), Jesus repeatedly makes clear his 
identity and mission. He performs miracles that only the 
Son of God could perform; teaches with authority on God 
and his kingdom; and he seeks responses from those that he 
encounters. 

For those that reject Jesus (such as the Pharisees), he warns 
against righteousness that is only skin deep and does not 
touch the heart. He also sternly cautions against the terrifying 
consequences awaiting them on judgement day if they remain 
unconvinced. 

In essence, although Jesus only poses the question of “who 

Overview
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do you say I am?” once in 9:20, the rest of Luke is structured so 
that the question continues to be echoed. Not yet convinced that 
Jesus is God’s Son? Have you seen this miracle? Have you heard 
what Jesus said there? Convinced that Jesus is God’s Saviour? 
That is great – but there’s work to be done in your holiness and 
ministry. Opposing Jesus? That is a dangerous path to follow. 
These are very serious consequences. Are you sure that you want 
to keep opposing him? 

If chapters 1-9 were setting the scene of who Jesus was and what 
he was able to do, chapters 10-19 raise the stakes by pointing out 
the imminence of judgement and the urgent nature of the work 
that his followers are to engage in. 

Key Verses…
Luke 9:51 – “As the time approached for him to be taken up to 
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”

Luke 12:4-5 – “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you 
whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been 
killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”

Luke 12:8-9 – “I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me 
before others, the Son of Man will also acknowledge before the 
angels of God. But whoever disowns me before others will be 
disowned before the angels of God.”

Luke 14:27 – “And whoever does not carry their cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 17:30-33 – “It will be just like this on the day the Son of 
Man is revealed. On that day no one who is on the housetop, with 
possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one 
in the field should go back for anything. Remember Lot’s wife! 
Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses 
their life will preserve it.”

Author and Date…
Luke has been traditionally identified as the author of both the 
book of Luke and Acts. Although not a direct eyewitness to Jesus’ 
life and resurrection, it is clear that he had access to those who 
were. It is thought that Luke was a travel companion of Paul, 
accompanying him on many of his missionary journeys and was a 
doctor (see Col 4:14). 
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There are many opinions on when Luke might have been 
written, ranging from 60AD to late 80AD. Given that Mark 
is a major source for Luke and the commonly accepted 
date for Mark is in the early 60s, many scholars hold a mid 
to late 60AD dating for Luke. This would mean that many 
eyewitnesses to Jesus ministry and crucifixion would have 
been alive and available to give their own accounts to Luke. 
This is a very small gap between a person’s life and recording 
of their life according to ancient scholarship standards. It 
would be the equivalent of us attempting to write a biography 
of John Lennon, if we wanted to take a modern example. We 
would be confident that it could be an interesting and accurate 
account. His family (wife and children) are still alive; some 
of his former bandmates and many of his friends that have 
memories to recall are alive and available for interviews for a 
comprehensive account. In comparison, earliest accounts of 
Julius Caesar’s life are from 900AD, nearly 1000 years after 
his death. 

Themes…

Discipleship
In addition to continually challenging those that are reading 
Luke to become a disciple of Jesus, there are numerous 
occasions where the implications of following him are laid out. 

• Costliness of discipleship – following Jesus in the same 
world that will reject him and crucify him will not be easy. 
There are repeated warnings that those that follow will need 
to take up their own cross (9:23); be in conflict with their 
own family (14:25-35); and publicly declare their allegiance 
to him (12:8-10).

• Holiness – Jesus urges his disciples to live changed lives as a 
result of knowing him. He calls on them to listen to his words 
(11:28); and be generous and selfless in loving others. 

Rejecting Jesus
In contrast to those that respond positively to Jesus’ call to 
follow him, Jesus warns against those that lead lives opposed 
to him. He holds up Pharisees and teachers of the law as 
people in urgent need of change. He is critical of their greed 
(12:13-21); hypocrisy (13:1-17) and confidence in their self-
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righteousness (18:9-14). He uses them as negative examples of 
how not to be if they are true followers of him. 

Judgement and the reality of Heaven and Hell
In veiled terms, Jesus repeatedly explains that he will be going to 
Heaven but will be returning. He urges them to be ready – to have 
made their decision about him before then, to be secure of their 
place in heaven. Jesus discusses the horrifying consequences of 
not being his disciple when he returns and the terrifying reality of 
Hell. 

Structure… 
Luke 1:1 - 4:13   Introducing Jesus  

Luke 4:14 - 9:50   Jesus’ Galilean Ministry 

Luke 9:51 – 19:44    Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem aka 
‘Travel Narrative’

Luke 19:45 – 21:38  Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem

Luke 22 - 24    Jesus’ Death and Resurrection in 
Jerusalem 

Resources…
Luke: An 
Unexpected God 
(John Mason)

Luke 9:51-24:53 
(Bock; Baker 
series)

Luke  
(Leon Morris)

His Mission… 
Jesus the Gospel 
of Luke  
(Don Carson)

Jesus: A Short Life 
(John Dickson) 
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 1:
Luke 9:51–10:24
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 14th October

Song for the week:
Jesus is Better

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 9:18-27
Tuesday: Luke 9:28-50
Wednesday: Luke 9:51-62
Thursday: Luke 10:1-24
Friday: Luke 9:51-10:24

Memory verse: Luke 10:22 
“…No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no 
one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

What’s on:
Tue 15th: Belonging Course Commences (wk 1 of 3)
Thu 17th: Men’s Golf Day

Sunday 13th October
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Bible 
Study:
Luke 9:51–10:24

Share about the last time you shared the gospel message with 
someone…

Read Luke 9:57-62

Jesus was calling those around him to respond to him by 
following him. What kind of following was Jesus calling them 
to?

In what ways are you like the people in these verses? Do you 
know anyone like these people? “I will follow you, Lord, but 
first let me…”

Read Luke 10:1-16

Why do think the disciples are not even to pause to greet 
people (vs 4)? 

What does Jesus tell his disciples to do when their message is 
rejected (vs 10-16)? Why is rejecting the disciples message so 
serious? (vs 16).

What is the ‘day’ referred to in vs 12? What will happen on 
that day for those who reject the message of Jesus?

What is similar about the mission of the 72 to your own 
mission journey?
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What encouragement or motivation do these verses give you to 
go out proclaiming the kingdom of God?

Read Luke 10:16-24

What is the emotion shared by the 72 and Jesus upon their return 
and what are their reasons? What does Jesus say they should be 
rejoicing about instead?

What emotions come up for you when you share the gospel and 
what are your reasons for feeling that way?

What do these verses teach us about the place and power given 
to us from God as we live on mission, as well as what is solely 
within the hands of God?

What can you do this week to step into the challenging but joyful 
task of sharing the gospel with those around you?
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 2:
Luke 10:25–11:13
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 21st October

Song for the week:
Whole Heart (Hold Me Now)

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 10:25-37
Tuesday: Luke 10:38-43
Wednesday: Luke 11:1-4
Thursday: Luke 11:5-13
Friday: Luke 10:25-11:13

Memory verse: Luke 11:9-10 
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and  
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  
For =everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds;  
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”

What’s on:
Tue 22nd: Belonging Course Continues (wk 2 of 3)
Tue 22nd: Christianity Explored Course Commences (wk 1 of 7)

Sunday 20th October
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Bible 
Study:
Luke 10:38–11:13

Read Luke 10:38-42

Why had Mary chosen what was better?

Why is it liberating to know that the only thing that the Lord 
says we ‘must’ do each day is to relate to and spend time with 
him?

Read Luke 11:1-13

What do you most frequently pray for/about? Why? 

What are the first two things Jesus tells his disciples to pray 
about (vs 2)? What are they a prayer for? What can we learn 
from the fact that Jesus starts with this? 

What does it mean to have our daily bread from God? (vs 3). 
Do you find it easy to be dependent on God for your daily 
bread? 

What counts as our daily bread? Is there anything that God is 
not interested in?

Have a look at Exodus 16:1-20. How does it help us 
understand the idea of ‘daily bread’? How does vs 20 remind 
us about contentment?
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How does experiencing God’s forgiveness enable us to forgive 
others? 

What is God’s promise in regards to temptation? (See James 
1:13 and 1 Cor 10:13).

What is Jesus saying in vs 5-8? What would it look like to make 
audacious requests before God?

What does vs 11-13 teach us about the character of God?

What differences do you think you could make in your prayer 
life as a response to this passage?
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 3:
Luke 11:37–12:12
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 28th October

Song for the week:
No Other Name

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 11:14-28
Tuesday: Luke 11:29-32
Wednesday: Luke 11:33-36
Thursday: Luke 11:37-54
Friday: Luke 12:1-12

Memory verse: Luke 11:28
“He replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of 
God and obey it.’”

What’s on:
Tue 29th: Belonging Course Concludes (wk 3 of 3)
Tue 29th: Christianity Explored Course Continues (wk 2 of 7)
Sat 2nd: Monthly Prayer Breakfast

Sunday 27th October
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Bible  
Study:
Luke 11:37–12:12

What are some ‘rules’ that Christian people keep? How strict 
are Christians in keeping them? What is the purpose of these 
rules? 

Read Luke 11:37-54

What is the difference between Jesus’ definition of being 
‘clean’ and the Pharisees definition of being ‘clean’? 

What are the Pharisees doing in the following verses? What 
does Jesus think of what the Pharisees are doing in: 

•  Verses 39 -41 
•  Verse 42 
•  Verse 43
•  Verse 44
•  Verse 46 
• Verse 47-51 
• Verse 52

How would you summarise Jesus criticism of the Pharisees in 
one big idea or sentence? 

What kind of ‘religion’ does outside-obedience and heartless 
rule-keeping produce? 

Read Luke 12:1-12

What is Jesus’ concern with regards to the Pharisees?

What is Jesus trying to say about powers of religious 
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authorities in comparison with God’s? 

Why might we be uncomfortable with putting the words ‘fear’ 
and ‘God’ together (vs 4-7)? 

What kind of authority does God have, according to Jesus? 
Why would Jesus follow up ‘fearing God’ with v6-7? (cf 
Proverbs 1:9).

What are the two contexts in which Jesus warns that his 
followers will need to defend themselves (v8-10 & v11-12)? 
What is challenging and sobering about both situations? What 
is encouraging in both? 

In what situations can we publicly declare our relationship 
with Jesus? Why is this sometimes hard? How can we do this 
wisely?  

In what ways are we tempted to demonstrate external 
obedience but ignore internal rebellion? How can we avoid the 
‘religion’ of the Pharisees? 

Pray

• Praise God that the Holy 
Spirit will give us right 
words to say in times of 
threats or persecution 

• Pray that our worship of 
God involves both head 
and heart
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 4:
Luke 12:13–35
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 4th November

Song for the week:
I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 12:13-21
Tuesday: Luke 12:22-34
Wednesday: Luke 12:35-48
Thursday: Luke 12:49-53
Friday: Luke 12:54-59

Memory verse: Luke 12:22-23 
“Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, 
what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothes.’”

What’s on:
Tue 5th: Christianity Explored Course Continues (wk 3 of 7)
Wed 6th: Monthly Central Prayer Evening
Thu 7th: First Time Mums Group
Fri 8th-Sun 10th: Square One Kids Camp (yrs 3-6)
Sun 10th : Commitment Sunday

Sunday 3rd November
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Central 
Prayer 
Week:

As it is Central Prayer Week, all evening Connect Groups take 
a break from meeting this week, and have the opportunity 
to meet with members at different ages and stages of life 
and faith, and from all 8 of our congregations, as one church 
family - bringing our prayers of praise and petition before God 
and having our souls encouraged as we hear of how God has 
answered the prayers of the saints. 

Morning Connect Groups are free to choose how they use 
their regular meeting time in this week.
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“ I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before 

others, the Son of Man will also acknowledge  

before the angels of God. But  

whoever disowns me  

before others will  

be disowned  

before the  

angels of  

God.”

Luke 12:8–9
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 5:
Luke 14:15–35
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 11th November

Song for the week:
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 13:1-17
Tuesday: Luke 13:18-21
Wednesday: Luke 13:22-30
Thursday: Luke 13:31-35
Friday: Luke 14:1-14

Memory verse: Luke 13:24 
“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.”

What’s on:
Tue 12th: Christianity Explored Course Continues (wk 4 of 7)
Thu 14th: Creative Night

Sunday 10th November

Commitment Sunday
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Bible 
Study:
Luke 14:15–35

Read Luke 14:15-24

Has there ever been a party/function you really didn’t want to 
attend? What’s the best excuse you’ve ever heard (or had) for 
not attending something?

What is the banquet that Jesus is talking about here? Read 
Isaiah 25:6-9. 

Who do the people who reject the invitation represent (look at 
11:53-54 and 14:1-4)? How have they rejected the invitation?

Who does the host extend the invitation to instead? Are 
they the types of people who would normally be invited to a 
prestigious dinner gathering? What is Jesus saying about how 
we should respond to him?

Read 1 Cor 1:26-29. How is this similar to our passage? How 
does the cross reverse the world’s values? 

What excuses do people make today in not responding 
to God’s invitation? In what ways does that reflect self-
righteousness or pride?

What are the consequences of not responding to Jesus’ 
invitation (vs 24)? See also 13:22-25. 
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What might be signs of self-righteousness in our own lives? 
How can we watch out for it? 

Which other priority in your life would be most likely to 
become an excuse for why you cannot submit to Jesus right 
now?

Reflect on the hymn below. How can we cultivate a humble 
awe that Jesus rescued us?

While all our hearts and all our songs 

Join to admire the feast,  

Each of us cry, with thankful tongues,  

“Lord, why was I a guest?”. (Isaac Watts, ‘How Sweet and Aweful Is 

the Place’)

Read Luke 14:25-35

Why is Jesus so extreme in vs 25-26? What does he mean by 
‘hate’?

What is the point of the two parables in vs 28-30 and vs 31-
33? In what ways might following Jesus cost us?

How should this shape the way we share the gospel, or the 
way we think about ministry?

What does Jesus mean in vs 34-35?
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 6:
Luke 15
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 18th November

Song for the week:
Who You Say I Am

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 14:15-24
Tuesday: Luke 14:25-35
Wednesday: Luke 15:1-7
Thursday: Luke 15:8-10
Friday: Luke 15:11-32

Memory verse: Luke 15:10 
“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

What’s on:
Sun 17th: Baptism Sunday (last for the year)
Tue 19th: Christianity Explored Course Continues (wk 5 of 7)

Sunday 17th November
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Bible 
Study:
Luke 15

Have you ever lost something really special/important? 

Who is Jesus talking to in this chapter (vs 1-2) and why? How 
does that shape how we understand the stories Jesus tells?

Compare the first two parables (vs 3-7 and 8-10). How are 
they similar in what happens? 

How does it make you feel to reflect on the truth that God 
sought you out to rescue you?

What does it mean to repent (vs 7, 10) and how do you know if 
you’ve done it?

What does the younger son deserve? Why is the Father’s 
response so surprising, and what does it tell us about God?

What does this show us about what part God plays and what 
part we play in our salvation?

Why is the elder son so grumpy? How does he view his 
relationship with his Dad? 
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What does the elder son deserve? 

Who is Jesus likening to the elder brother? How does this help 
explain why Jesus tells these parables?

In what ways today can we be like: 

  The younger brother? 

 The elder brother?

Read Luke 19:10

What did Jesus come to do? How should that shape how we 
feel and act towards non-christians? 

Pray: 

•  Thank God for his grace 
and kindness. 

• Pray for 5 people in your 
life who need to return to 
God
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 7:
Luke 16
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 25th November

Song for the week:
Living Hope

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 16:1-15
Tuesday: Luke 16:16-18
Wednesday: Luke 16:19-31
Thursday: Luke 17:1-10
Friday: Luke 17:11-19

Memory verse: Luke 16:13 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

What’s on:
Tue 26th: Christianity Explored Course Continues (wk 6 of 7)
Sat 30th: Church Working Bees

Sunday 24th November
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Bible 
Study:
Luke 16

Do you ever talk about Hell in trying to evangelise non-
Christian family/friends? Why or why not? What is tricky about 
trying to talk about Hell? 

Read Luke 16:1-15

What was the manager accused of? What was to happen to 
him? Was the accusation correct? 

What was the motivation of the manager in acting this way? 

What is so tricky about v8-9? Why do we have such a problem 
with these verses? 

What is the ‘big picture’ point of this parable (v10-15)? 

In what ways is the world set up so that we would serve 
money? What are some ways that we can break free of this and 
be focussed on serving God? 

Read Luke 16:19-31

What is misleading about the ‘rich man’ being called the ‘rich 
man’ in this parable? Is the fact that he was wealthy the reason 
for his presence in hell? Conversely, what about Lazarus? Is he 
in heaven simply because he was poor? 
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What does the passage teach about heaven and hell? What 
does it not teach? 

When, according to Abraham, is the only chance for people to 
make decisions that will impact on their eternal destiny? 

What is ironic about the rich man’s and Abraham’s exchange in 
v30-31? 

Why does Jesus talk about Hell so much? What is he trying to 
do? 

How can we talk about Hell well with our non-Christian family 
and friends? 

Pray

For our friends and family 
that don’t know about 
Jesus – his life, death and 
resurrection – to know him. 
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 8:
Luke 17:20–18:8
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WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 2nd December

Song for the week:
The Lion & The Lamb

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 17:20-37
Tuesday: Luke 18:1-8
Wednesday: Luke 18:9-14
Thursday: Luke 18:15-17
Friday: Luke 18:18-30

Memory verse: Luke 18:14 
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”

What’s on:
Tue 3rd: Christianity Explored Course Concludes (wk 7 of 7)
Wed 4th: Monthly Central Prayer Meeting
Thu 5th: First Time Mums Group
Thu 5th & Fri 6th: Women’s Christmas Outreach Events 
(Kirribilli)
Thu 5th & Fri 6th: Women’s Christmas Outreach Events 
(Neutral Bay)
Sat 7th: Monthly Central Prayer Breakfast
Sun 8th: Christmas Appeal Collection

Sunday 1st December
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Central 
Prayer 
Week:

As it is Central Prayer Week, all evening Connect Groups take 
a break from meeting this week, and have the opportunity 
to meet with members at different ages and stages of life 
and faith, and from all 8 of our congregations, as one church 
family - bringing our prayers of praise and petition before God 
and having our souls encouraged as we hear of how God has 
answered the prayers of the saints. 

Morning Connect Groups are free to choose how they use 
their regular meeting time in this week.



39

Count the Cost: From Luke Ch 10–19

“I tell you that this man, rather than the 

other, went home justified before God. 
 For all those who exalt themselves  

will be humbled, and those 

 who humble themselves  

will be exalted.”

Luke 18:14 
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SERMON NOTES:

Sermon 9:
Luke 18:9–30



41

Count the Cost: From Luke Ch 10–19

WEEK BEGINNING: Monday 9th December

Song for the week:
Build My Life

Bible readings:
Monday: Luke 18:31-34
Tuesday: Luke 18:35-43
Wednesday: Luke 19:1-10
Thursday: Luke 19:11-27
Friday: Luke 19:28-48

Memory verse: Luke 19:10 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

What’s on:
Mon 9th: Leaders Celebration
Sun 15th: Greenway End of Year Celebration
Sun 15th: James Milson End of Year Celebration
Thu 19th: Lansdowne Gardens End of Year Celebration
Sat 21st: Carols under the Bridge
Sun 22nd: Carols in Church
Sun 22nd: Carols in the Bay

Sunday 8th December
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Bible 
Study:
Luke 18:9–30

“ Even Athiests will be in heaven because of the good things 
they have done”.  What would you say in response? 

Read Luke 18:9-17

How is the contrast between the attitudes in prayer that the 
Pharisee and tax collector shown in: 

• The content of their prayer? 

• Their manner of prayer? 

Why is Jesus’ praise for the tax collector counter-cultural? 
What are the challenges of being humble in the home or the 
workplace? 

If we had a transcript of your personal prayers, which person’s 
prayer do you think your prayers would resemble? 

What are some reasons that the disciples may have had in 
preventing the children coming to Jesus? (v15) 

What attributes of children does Jesus praise? What do they 
do well? Why is this the way to enter God’s kingdom?

Read Luke 18:18-30 
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Count the Cost: From Luke Ch 10–19

Why does Jesus object to using the term ‘good’ full stop? What 
are some dangers of using this word when it comes to faith? 

What are some impressive things about this ruler? 

Why did Jesus set such a high bar with the ruler? Does he 
demand all of us to sell all our possessions in following him? 

What does v26 tell us about the prevailing cultural belief about 
faith and wealth of those times? Does this belief remain in our 
modern times? 

What does Jesus promise (vs 30) for his disciples in this age 
and also for the age to come?

What do both the Pharisee and the rich ruler have in common? 
What did they believe was the key to their salvation? 

What are some actions or works that Christians may deem 
better than others? Are we in danger of linking these with our 
salvation? 

What is Jesus’ teaching about ‘being good’ and salvation? 

Pray

•  For God to help us to let 
go our pride – that we stop 
trying to contribute to our 
salvation 

• For clarity in 
communicating to our non-
Christian family and friends 
about nature of salvation 
and being ‘good’
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How has our series on Luke changed your view of:

• God – Father, Son & Spirit?

• Yourself?

• The world in which we live?

What is one area you have changed? (in your 

thinking or actions)

What is one question that you still have?

Personal 
Reflection





CHURCH BY THE BRIDGE
Kirribilli
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TOGETHER


