


  



A Series of 7 Bible Studies on the Holy Spirit  
 

 

Overview of Studies: 

 

Study 1:  An Introduction to the Spirit of God 

 

Study 2:  Born of the Spirit: 

x Exploring the work of the Spirit in salvation, his work prior to our 
conversion, his work in regeneration, and His work in assuring us of our 
salvation. 

 

Study 3:  Keep on being Filled with the Spirit: 

x Looking at the difference between ‘being baptised with the Spirit’ and 
‘being filled with the Spirit’. 

 

Study 4:  The Gifts of the Spirit: 

x Focusing on why the gifts are given, what the different gifts are, and how 
they could and should be used in church today.  

 

Study 5:  Life in the Spirit: 

x A study of Romans 8 

 

Study 6:  Walking by the Spirit: 

x Investigating Galatians 5 and the role of the Spirit in helping us put to 
death sin and bear the fruit of the Spirit. 

 

Study 7:  Witnessing by the Power of the Spirit: 

x A walk through the book of Acts and the role of the Spirit in gospel 
proclamation. 

 



Study 1:  An Introduction to the Spirit of God 

 

Before the Study: 

Brainstorm… 

“What are your questions about the person and work of the Holy Spirit?”  

List all the questions and if they fall naturally into one of the weeks study, address them 
that week. If not, take 1 or 2 questions each week and ask research them. 

  

Suggested hymn to listen to or read: Come Down O Love Divine 

 

1. Come down, O love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine, 
And visit it with Thine own ardour glowing. 
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

2. O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn 
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

3. Let holy charity mine outward vesture be, 
And lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, 
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

4. And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 
Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
For none can guess its grace, till he become the place 
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. 

 

Bianco da Siena | Ralph Vaughan Williams | Richard Frederick Littledale  © Words: Public Domain     

  



Study #1: The Spirit of God  

 

Purpose: Overview of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 

 

Intro questions: 

Think through EITHER the following question OR the quote:  

a) “What are the dangers of over-emphasising and under-emphasising the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit?” 

b) A.W. Tozer “If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from church today, 95% of what we do 
would go on and no-one would know the difference”  

 

 

Read Jesus’ words on the Holy Spirit from John 14:15-27 & John 15:26-16:15 

 

1. How do we know the Spirit is a person, not a force? Why is this so important?  

 

 

 

 

2. How do we know that the Spirit is divine, and not just a lesser angelic being? Why is 
this so important that early church councils wrote creeds to uphold this truth? 

 

 

 

3. What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament? 
- Genesis 1:1-2  
- Exodus 31:3 
- Numbers 11:25 
- Judges 6:34, 14:6 
- 1 Sam 16:13 
- 2 Chronicles 24:20 
- Ezekiel 11:5 



4. What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus? 

- Luke 1:35  

- John 1:32-33  

- Luke 4:1  

- Luke 4:18  

- Matt 12:27  

- Heb 9:14 

- Rom 8:11 

- Acts 1:2 

 

 

5. Looking at John 14:16-18, and John 16:6-7, why is it good that Jesus has ascended 
back to his Father?  

 

 

 

 

6.  J.I.Packer: ‘The Spirit’s message is never ‘Look at me, listen to me, come to me, get to 
know me. It’s always ‘look at Jesus and see His glory, listen to him and hear his word. 
Go to Him and have life. Get to know Jesus better and taste his gift of Joy and Peace’.  
Looking at John 15:26 and 16:14, how does the Spirit glorify Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

7. Draw a mindmap of the different works of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer 
today and how He does that? 

 

 

 

  



 

8. How do we as individuals and a church keep both ‘Word and Spirit’ central in 
everything? 

 

 

 

 

 

A concluding prayer from the Prayer Book: 

Eternal God and Father,  

by whose power we are created and by whose love we are redeemed;  

guide and strength us by your Spirit,  

That we may give ourselves to your service, 

And live this day in love to one another and to you; 

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 

  



Study 2:  Born of the Spirit 

 

Before the study: Tackle one question you had about the Spirit from the week before. 

 

 

 

Suggested hymn to listen to or read: Amazing Grace 

 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

 

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 

4. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
John Newton    Public Domain    Used with permission    CCLI Licence # 212373 

  



Study #2: Born of the Spirit 

 

Introduction: If you are a believer in Jesus, think about your testimony of how the Spirit 
has worked to open your eyes and bring you to faith in Jesus. 

 

1) The mysterious work of the Holy Spirit - Read John 3:1-16 

 

a) Looking at v5-8 in particular, what do we learn about the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our conversion? 

 

 

 

b) How does this challenge the ‘religious’ person / pew sitter? 

 

 

 

c) How does this shape our attitude to ‘evangelism’? 

 

 

 

 

2) The convicting work of the Holy Spirit  

 

Read John 16:7-11 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and 
about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

  



 

a) Discuss what Jesus means by the Spirit convicting people about sin, righteousness 
and judgement. How does He do that? What does it look like? 
 

a. Sin 

 

 

 

b. Righteousness 

 

 

 

c. Judgement 

 

 

 

b) How does this truth shape our witnessing to and our praying for others? 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The Assuring work of the Spirit 

 

Read Ephesians 1:13-14 When you believed, you were marked in him, in Christ, with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit,14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

You were sealed with the Spirit. 

 



2 Corinthians 1:21-22 21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. 
He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

 

 

Consider the joys of having the Spirit as  

a. Our seal 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Our deposit 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

a) Spend time praising God for your own story of conversion, and how the Spirit 
chased, convicted and changed you. Praise God for people who you know prayed 
for you before you were born again 

b) Spend time praying for people you know and love who do not yet know Christ – 
mentioning them by name 

c) Pray the Valley of Vision prayer on the next page 

 



THOU BLESSED SPIRIT, AUTHOR OF ALL GRACE AND COMFORT, 

Come, work repentance in my soul; 
Represent sin to me in its odious colours that I may hate it; 
Melt my heart by the majesty and mercy of God 
Show me my ruined self and the help there is in him; 

Teach me to behold my Creator, 
   his ability to save, 
   his arms outstretched, 
   his heart big for me. 
May I confide in his power and love, 
   commit my soul to him without reserve, 
   bear his image, observe his laws, 
     pursue his service, 
   and be through time and eternity 
     a monument to the efficacy of his grace, 
     a trophy of his victory. 
Make me willing to be saved in his way, 
   perceiving nothing in myself, but all in Jesus: 
Help me not only to receive him but 
   to walk in him, 
   depend upon him, 
   commune with him, 
   be conformed to him, 
   follow him, 
     imperfect, but still pressing forward, 
     not complaining of labour, but valuing rest, 
     not murmuring under trials, but thankful for my state. 
Give me that faith which is the means of salvation, 
   and the principle and medium of all godliness; 
May I be saved by grace through faith, 
   live by faith, 
   feel the joy of faith, 
   do the work of faith. 
Perceiving nothing in myself, may I find in Christ  

wisdom, righteousness,  
sanctification, redemption. 

  



Study 3:  Keep on being Filled with the Spirit 

 

Before the study: Tackle one question about the Spirit from your brainstorm. 

 

Suggested hymn to listen to or read: Breathe On Me Breath of God 

 

1. Breathe on me, breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

2. Breathe on me, breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thee I will one will, 
To do and to endure. 

 

3. Breathe on me, breath of God, 
Till I am wholly Thine, 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with Thy fire divine. 

 

4. Breathe on me, breath of God, 
So shall I never die, 
But live with Thee the perfect life 
Of Thine eternity. 

 

Edwin Hatch | Robert Jackson    © Words: Public Domain     Music: Public Domain 

  



Study #3: Be Filled with the Holy Spirit 

 

Introduction:  Corrie Ten Boom says “Trying to do the Lord's work in your own strength is 
the most confusing, exhausting, and tedious of all work. But when you are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, then the ministry of Jesus just flows out of you.” 

What do most people think it means to be filled with the Spirit? 

 

 

Read Ephesians 5:15-21 

 

1) What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit? 

 

a) Looking at v18 – what’s the contrast between ‘getting drunk on wine’ and ‘being 
filled with the Spirit’?  

 

 

 

 

 

b) Unpack the meaning and implication of each of these statements about ‘be filled 
with the Spirit’. 

a. It’s a command – so it can be done 
 

b. It’s passive – so it happens to us 
 

c. It’s plural – so it’s for all believer 
 

d. It’s continuous – so it’s ongoing 

 
  



c) What’s the difference between ‘being baptized with the Spirit’ and ‘being filled with 
the Spirit’? 

 

Read Matthew 3:11 (c.f. Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16; John 1:33) 

Acts 1:4-5, Acts 8:14-16, Acts 11:15-17 

Acts 2:4 & 4:8 & 4:31,  

Acts 9:17 & 13:9 

Acts 13:52 

 
 

What stops us from ‘being filled with the Spirit’? 

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:19 and Ephesians 4:30 

 

What will it mean to ‘quench the Spirit’ and to ‘grieve the Spirit’ in your life? (give some 
honest, real examples!) 

 

 

2) What will it look like to be filled with the Spirit? 

 

a) Looking at Ephesians 5:19-21, what is the outworking of being filled with the Spirit? 

 

 

 

 

b) How do you spot a believer who is continuously asking to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit? 

 

 

 

3) So how can we be filled with the Spirit? 



Conclusion:  

a) Spend time asking God to fill and empower you with His Spirit 
b) Pray again the Valley of Vision prayer 

 

THOU BLESSED SPIRIT, AUTHOR OF ALL GRACE AND COMFORT, 

Come, work repentance in my soul; 
Represent sin to me in its odious colours that I may hate it; 
Melt my heart by the majesty and mercy of God 
Show me my ruined self and the help there is in him; 

Teach me to behold my Creator, 
   his ability to save, 
   his arms outstretched, 
   his heart big for me. 
May I confide in his power and love, 
   commit my soul to him without reserve, 
   bear his image, observe his laws, 
     pursue his service, 
   and be through time and eternity 
     a monument to the efficacy of his grace, 
     a trophy of his victory. 
Make me willing to be saved in his way, 
   perceiving nothing in myself, but all in Jesus: 
Help me not only to receive him but 
   to walk in him, 
   depend upon him, 
   commune with him, 
   be conformed to him, 
   follow him, 
     imperfect, but still pressing forward, 
     not complaining of labour, but valuing rest, 
     not murmuring under trials, but thankful for my state. 
Give me that faith which is the means of salvation, 
   and the principle and medium of all godliness; 
May I be saved by grace through faith, 
   live by faith, 
   feel the joy of faith, 
   do the work of faith. 
Perceiving nothing in myself, may I find in Christ  

wisdom, righteousness,  
sanctification, redemption.  



Study 4:  The Gifts of the Spirit 

 

Suggested hymn to listen to or read: O Breath of Life 

 

1. O Breath of Life, come sweeping through us, 
Revive Your church with life and power; 
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us, 
And fit Your church to meet this hour 

 

2. O Wind of God, come bend, us break us 
Till humbly we confess our need; 
Then in Your tenderness remake us, 
Revive, restore; for this we plead 
 

3. O Breath of Love, come breathe within us, 
renewing thought and will and heart; 
come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us, 
revive your Church in every part. 
 

3. O Heart of Christ, once broken for us. 
‘tis there we find our strength and rest; 
Our broken, contrite hearts now solace, 
And let your waiting church be blest. 
 

4. Revive us Lord! is zeal abating 
While harvest fields are vast and white 
Revive us Lord, the world is waiting, 
Equip Your church to spread the light 
 

Elizabeth Ann Porter Head   © Words: Public Domain (1920) 

Used with permission    CCLI Licence # 212373 

  



Study #4: The Gifts of the Spirit 

 

Introduction:  Begin by brainstorming your questions on the gift of the Spirit (e.g. do they 
exist, what are they, how should they be used).  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-12 

 

Quick fire question and answer (2-3 mins each) 

 

1) What does it mean for these ‘gifts’ to be ‘gifts’? 
 

2) Who has gifts of the Spirit?  
 

3) What’s the difference between ‘fruit of the Spirit’ and ‘gifts of the spirit’? 
 

4) Why are different gifts needed in the church? (Read 1 Cor 12:12-30) 
 

5) Why are the gifts given to the church? (Read 1 Peter 4:10-11; 1 Cor 12:7; 1 Cor 14:12) 
 

6) How are the gifts to be used in church? (Read 1 Cor 14:26-33) 

 

  



Unpacking the gifts of the Spirit: 

Choose one or all of the grouped Bible passages and use the table below to identify the 
gift, explain what that gift means, and identify people you know who may have that gift. 

Group 1: Romans 12:6-8 

Group 2: 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 & 12:27-30 

Group 3: Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Peter 4:10-11 

 

The gift Explain what it means Who has that gift? 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

What would our church look like if we exercised these gifts joyfully, wisely and selflessly? 



 

 

Conclusion  

a) End by thinking what gifts of the Spirit you see at work in people you know – 
perhaps even tell them!  

b) Pray the following prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, I ask your forgiveness for those in the Body of Christ who have 
dishonoured Your name in any way, by an inappropriate use of the precious spiritual gifts 
that You have been gracious to bestow on each of Your children. Lord, I pray that I may 
not be critical of others, but I do ask that You would keep me from straying from the truth 
of Your Word. Give me a heart to lift up my brothers and sisters in prayer, so that together 
we seek to become more and more like Christ as we minister in our own God-given gifts, 
to Your praise and glory. 

 

Give me I pray, a correct and godly wisdom and discernment so that I may determine what 
gifts are from You and which have been misused for selfish gain. Give me a grateful heart 
and a desire to give willingly and according to all that You desire for my life and witness. 
Help me to be an encouragement to other members of the body of Christ and may I be 
used to encourage others in whatever capacity You choose, physically, emotionally, socially 
or spiritually. 

 

Increase my faith in You and give me a teachable spirit and the ability to always have an 
answer for the hope that is in me. Give me the opportunity to proclaim the good news of 
the gospel of grace, and a willingness to take up any baton that You choose to place in my 
path. 

 

Lord, I pray that may I be the best that I can be and ask You to endow me with whatever 
spiritual gifts You see fit. Lord, I pray You will keep me from envy, when I see a brother or 
sister functioning in their God-given spiritual gift or demonstrating the beautiful fruit of 
the Spirit in their lives, but rather may I live and walk humbly before You, all the days of my 
life, to Your praise and glory. In Jesus' name, 

 

Amen. 

  



Study 5:  Life in the Spirit 

 

Suggested song to read or sing: And Can it Be 

 

1. And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain— 
For me, who Him to death pursued. 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for 
me? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for 
me? 

 

2. ’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies: 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 

 

3. He left His Father’s throne above 
So free, so infinite His grace— 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 

 

4. Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

 

5. No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ 
my own. 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ 
my own. 

 

Charles Wesley | Thomas Campbell     © Words: Public Domain    Music: Public Domain 

Used with permission     CCLI Licence # 212373 

 

 

 



Study #5: Life in the Spirit 

 

Introduction:  What is the difference between a ‘religious life’ and a ‘spiritual filled life’? 

 

  

 

Read Romans 8:1-17 

 

1. FREEDOM (v1-4) 
 

a) What does Paul mean by ‘no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus’? How 
did God do this? 

 

 

 

 

b) What is the Spirit’s work in our ‘no condemnation’? 

 

 

 

 

c) What will ‘freedom’ look like for you with regards to your battle with sin? 

  



 
2. POWER (v5-11) 

 
a) From v5-11, write down all the differences between ‘living by the flesh’ and ‘living 

by the Spirit’ 

 

 

 

 

b) What does it mean to have a ‘mind governed by the Spirit’ (v6)? Give some 
illustrations 

 

 

 

 

c) If it is true that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead lives in us, how 
should that change our attitude to both life and death? 

 

 

 

3. OBLIGATION (v12-14) 
 
a) In what ways are we obligated / in debt to God? 

 

 

 

b) In v13, Paul tells us it is ‘by the Spirit’ that we put to death the misdeeds of the 
body. What will that work of the Spirit look like in our sanctification process? 

 

 

 



c) How are we ‘led by the Spirit’ (v14)? Give some examples of the Spirit leading you in 
your walk with the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

4. ASSURANCE (V15-17) 
 
a) Unpack the following words from v15: ‘slave’, ‘fear’, ‘adoption’, ‘sonship’ 

 

 

 

b) What will it mean to call God ‘Abba, Father’? 

 

 

 

c) Why do we sometimes question whether we are children of God? How should these 
verses encourage us in those moments? 

 

 

 

5. ENDURANCE (v17) 
 
a) What will it look like to share in Christ’s sufferings? 

 

 

 

b) What is the Spirit’s role in our perseverance, endurance in the Christian life? 

 

 

 



Conclusion:  

How has Romans 8 encouraged and equipped you to live the Christian life? 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for this week: Valley of Vision “Spiritual Helps” 

 

ETERNAL FATHER,  

It is amazing love, that thou hast sent thy Son to suffer in my stead, that thou hast added 
the Spirit to teach, comfort, guide, that though hast allowed the ministry of angels to wall 
me round; All heaven subserves the welfare of a poor worm. 

Permit thy unseen servants to be ever active on my behalf, and to rejoice when grace 
expands in me.  

Suffer them never to rest until my conflict is over, and I stand victorious on salvation’s 
shore.  

Grant that my proneness to evil, deadness to good, resistance to thy Spirit’s motions, may 
never provoke thee to abandon me.  

May my hard heart awake thy pity, not thy wrath, and if the enemy gets an advantage 
through my corruption, let it be seen that heaven is mightier than hell, that those for me 
are greater than those against me.  

Arise to my help in richness of covenant blessings, keep me feeding in the pastures of thy 
strengthening Word, searching Scripture to find thee there.  

If my waywardness is visited with a scourge, enable me to receive correction meekly, to 
bless the reproving hand, to discern the motive of rebuke, to respond promptly, and do 
the first work.  

Let all thy fatherly dealings make me a partaker of thy holiness.  

Grant that in every fall I may sink lower on my knees, and that when I rise it may be to 
loftier heights of devotion.  

May every cross be sanctified, every loss be gain, every denial a spiritual advantage, every 
dark day a light of the Holy Spirit, every night of trial a song. 

  



Study 6:  Walking by the Spirit 

 

Suggested song / poem: ‘O For a Closer Walk with God’ by William Cowper (1731-1800) 

 

O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 
 

Where is the blessedness I knew, 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His Word?  
 

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed! 
How sweet their memory still! 
But they have left an aching void 
The world can never fill. 
 

Return, O holy Dove, return, 
Sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn 
And drove Thee from my breast. 
 

The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be— 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne 
And worship only Thee.  
 

So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

 

 



Study #6: Walking by the Spirit - the Spirit & Sanctification 

 

(NB. Sanctification means ‘to be set apart for God’ or ‘to be made holy’) 

 

Introduction:  Discuss the quote by John Newton 

 

“I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not what I hope to be. Yet I 
can truly say I am not what I once was. By the grace of God, I am what I am” 

 

 Think about/share how God’s Spirit has been transforming you over the years 

 

 

Read Galatians 5:13-26 

 

1. If the Spirit of God is dwelling in us, why does Paul say we ‘battle’ so much in terms of 
our holiness? 

 

 

 

2. Looking at v19-21, paint the picture of the ‘fleshly life’ (ie. Life without the Spirit) 

 

 

 

 

 

HONESTY MOMENT: Either by yourself or in a group, share what ‘acts of the flesh’ you 
are still battling with. Pray for the Spirit to transform that. 

 

  



 

3. Unpack the following 3 phrases: What will that look like in practice? How does this help 
us in our fight with our flesh? 

 

 

- Walk by the Spirit or Live by the Spirit (v16, 25) 

 

 

- Led by the Spirit (v18) 

 

 

- Keep in step with the Spirit (v25) 

 

 

 

4. The expectation is that the Spirit filled believer will be bearing all the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

In the circle on the next page, put ‘love’ in centre circle. Then write in each slice a different 
fruit of the Spirit. Unpack what each word means, giving examples of where you see it in 
your life and the lives of others.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop and pray after each ‘fruit’, asking the Spirit to cultivate more of that fruit in your life 
and the life of others you know. 

 

  



Conclusion: Pray this prayer from Valley of Vision 

O GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

Thou who dost proceed from the Father and the Son, 
      have mercy on me. 
When thou didst first hover over chaos, order came to birth, 
  beauty robed the world, fruitfulness sprang forth. 
Move, I pray thee, upon my disordered heart; 
Take away the infirmities of unruly desires and hateful lusts; 
Lift the mists and darkness of unbelief; 
Brighten my soul with the pure light of truth; 
Make it fragrant as the garden of paradise, 
  rich with every goodly fruit, 
  beautiful with heavenly grace, 
  radiant with rays of divine light. 
Fulfil in me the glory of thy divine offices; 
Be my comforter, light, guide, sanctifier; 
Take of the things of Christ and show them to my soul; 
Through thee may I daily learn more of his love, 
  grace, compassion, faithfulness, beauty; 
Lead me to the cross and show me his wounds, 
  the hateful nature of evil, the power of Satan; 
May I there see my sins as 
  the nails that transfixed him, 
  the cords that bound him, 
  the thorns that tore him, 
  the sword that pierced him. 
Help me to find in his death the reality and immensity of his love. 
Open for me the wondrous volumes of truth in his, ‘It is finished’. 
Increase my faith in the clear knowledge of 
  atonement achieved, expiation completed, 
  satisfaction made, guilt done away, 
  my debt paid, my sins forgiven, 
  my person redeemed, my soul saved, 
  hell vanquished, heaven opened, 
    eternity made mine. 
O Holy Spirit, deepen in me these saving lessons. 
Write them upon my heart, that my walk be 
  sin-loathing, sin-fleeing, Christ-loving; 
And suffer no devil’s device to beguile 
  or deceive me. 
  



Study 7:  Witnessing by the Power of the Spirit 

 

Suggested song / poem (to read or sing): Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God (Keith Getty 
& Stuart Townend)  

 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord, 
Come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for Your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
May Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin, 
In each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 
Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
Giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth, 
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
That in unity the face of Christ 
May be clear for all the world to see. 



Study #7: Witnessing by the Power of the Spirit -The Spirit & Mission 

Introduction: How have you seen God’s Spirit work in your own personal witnessing or in 
missions across the world? 

 

Think about this Billy Graham quote: “Prayer is crucial in evangelism: Only God can change 
the heart of someone who is in rebellion against Him. No matter how logical our arguments 
or how fervent our appeals, our words will accomplish nothing unless God’s Spirit prepares 
the way. The church today has all the tools for conquest—money, organizations, education 
and methods. But we lack the God-given spark to ignite these things into a spiritual fire that 
could sweep the world and help bring peace to our desperate world. And that spark is the 
personal infilling of the Holy Spirit in the life of every believer, without which the church has 
no spiritual power.” 

 

 

A WALK THROUGH THE BOOK OF ACTS.  

Either divide up these passages between a group of people or work on your own, asking 
the same 2 very simple questions:  

1. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the gospel going out? 

2. How should this impact our attitude toward witnessing to others? 

 

Acts 1:8; 2:46-41 

 

 

 

Acts 4:29-31 

 

 

 

Acts 6:8-10….7:51-56 

 

 

 



Acts 8:26-31 & 8:38-40 

 

 

 

Acts 10:17-23 

 

 

 

Acts 13:1-12 

 

 

 

Acts 16:6-10 

 

 

 

Acts 20:22-24 

 

 

 

Thinking about your personal witnessing about Jesus: 

a) How is God’s Spirit empowering you right now? 

b) How is God’s Spirit directing you right now? 

 

  



Conclusion: Pray this prayer from Valley of Vision: God the Spirit 

O LORD GOD, 

I pray not so much for graces as for the Spirit himself, 
  because I feel his absence, 
  and act by my own spirit in everything. 
Give me not weak desires but the power of his presence, 
  for this is the surest way to have all his graces, 
  and when I have the seal I have the impression also; 
He can heal, help, quicken, humble suddenly and easily, 
  can work grace and life effectually, 
  and being eternal he can give grace eternally. 
Save me from great hindrances, 
  from being content with a little measure of the Spirit, 
  from thinking thou wilt not give me more. 
When I feel my lack of him, light up life and faith, 
  for when I lose thee I am either in the dark and cannot see thee, 
  or Satan and my natural abilities content me with a little light, 
  so that I seek no further for the Spirit of life. 
Teach me then what to do. 
Should I merely humble myself and not stir up my heart? 
Should I meditate and use all means to bring him near, 
  not being contented by one means, 
  but trust him to give me a blessing by the use of all, 
  depending only upon, and waiting always for, thy light, by use of means? 
Is it a duty or an error to pray and look for the fullness of the Spirit in me? 
Am I mistaken in feeling I am empty of the Spirit 
  because I do not sense his presence within, 
  when all the time I am most empty and could be more full by faith in Christ? 
Was the fullness of the Spirit in the apostles chiefly a power, 
  giving the subsistence outside themselves in Christ, 
  in whom was their life and joy? 
Teach me to find and know fullness of the Spirit only in Jesus. 

 



  




